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Each regular issue of B.O.T. Reviews or appraises from 100 to 


150 books, in addition to feature articles. 


This issue is special. To make room for the Cumulative List we 
have had to omit fourteen pages of Reviews and other material. 
We have also included extra Excerpt pages, in order to furnish 


as complete and up-to-date list as possible. 


Next month, we will revert to our usual style—including Dr. 
Monroe’s column—Creative Reading—and Dr. Murphy’s theat- 


rical column, Your Sense of Theatre. 
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‘“‘We regard (Books on Trial) as the most reliable service evaluating current literature.” . . . 
(OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, Feb. 20, 1944, page 7.) 
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June and July-August, and Copyrighted by 
the THomas More Liprary ANp Book SHop, 
an Illinois “not for profit” corporation, 22 
West Monroe Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. Sub- 
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Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Troubles Multiply 


The war has finally caught up with 
the book business in real earnest. 

When we began publishing Books 
ON TRIAL we could have Addressograph 
plates made up in three days. At pres- 
ent we must follow up the order to get 
delivery in a month. This may account 
for some delays in getting new subscrip- 
tions started—particularly where pay- 
ment has not accompanied the order. 
We know of numerous cases with other 
publications that were formerly very 
prompt, where it now takes sixty days 
to get action. 

The book business for 1944 is a 
maze of uncertainty. There will be 
fewer titles. Many dealers will be short 
of stocks, since their allotments are be- 
ing based on their previous purchases. 
There will be a tendency toward lower 
discounts—which will force dealers to 
eliminate every avoidable detail. 

Some publishers are already declining 
to fill small orders. “Hold your orders,”’ 
they say, “until you can send one of 
larger size.” 

THe THomas More began asking 
customers to cooperate by paying cash 
—or sending Cash with Order—on pur- 
chases of $3.00. Instead of finding ob- 
jections, the majority of customers said 
“You ought to make it at least $5.00. 
You can’t run a news-stand on a charge 
basis.” 

We ship postpaid anywhere in the 
U. S. at publishers’ prices. Ten per cent 
discount is allowed to the Clergy and 
Religious. Cash Orders at other than 


‘list prices should include 8c for postage 


and insurance on the first, and 4c on 
each additional book. Any excess will 
be refunded. Because of help shortages 
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and the disproportionate expense, we 
have had to discontinue Charge Accounts 


under $5.00. 
* * * 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Increased space will be given 
this year to Juveniles. Every Grade 
School needs this help. We feel 
that, if once started, the schools 
will continue as subscribers; and, 
therefore, offer them DURING 
MARCH a SPECIAL INTRODUC.- 
TORY price of $1.25 a year. 

Please help us get this informa- 
tion to the schools. 

* * * 


All Subscriptions are Payable in 
Advance and new subscriptions can- 
not be entered unless the Postal 
Zone Number is given, in cities 
where Zone Numbers are in use. 


* * * 


The two-year rate for Books on 
Trial is still $3.50—Three years, 
$5.00. To schools, where six or 
more copies are sent to the same 
address—in one wrapper—we al- 
low a price of $1.25 per year for 
each subscription. 


VOCATIONAL 
PAMPHLETS 


Religious Order Directory 





To the- surprise of the Editor he 
found that Our Sunday Visitor of Feb, 
13th gave his name and home address 
as a source of information on the two 
Vocational pimphlets Follow Me and 
Follow Him. ' 

For the convenience of readérs~we 
list below a number of Dealers who are 
now carrying stocks. 

Many Catholic, Schools are now using 
these pamphlets for “required reading” . 
in the upper grades. 

We would like to point out that the 
second part of each pamphlet contains 
information for which there have been 
continual requests—Follow Me includes 
the names of the various Orders and 
Congregations for men—with a descrip- 
tion of the work done by ‘each—and 
Follow Him includes similar i 
tion on Women’s organizations. 

Single copies of either pamphlet 
be sent for 15c in stamps. 


Chicago: Thomas More Book Shop, 22 W. 

Monroe St. 

Cincinnati: Benziger Bros., 429 Main St. 

Pustet & Co., 436 Main St. 

Cleveland: Geo. J. Phillipp & Sons, 2067 E. 

Oth St. 

Davenport, Ia.: Catholic Messenger Book 

Shop, 404 Brady St. 

Detroit: Krieg Bros., 1414 Farmer St. 

Van Antwerp Library, Chancery Bldg. 
Erie, Pa.: The Book Mart, 9th & Peach Sts. 
Fort Wayne, Ind.: Geo. J. Phillipp & Sons, 

1006 Broadway. 

Indianapolis: Krieg Bros., 19 E. Ohio St. 
Minneapolis: Catholic Gift Shop, 37 S. 8th St. 
New York City: P. J. Kenedy & Sons, 12 

Barclay St. 

Omaha: Mid-West Church Goods Co., 1216 

Farnum St. 

Philadelphia: Trasl Book Shop, 1631 Locust 

St. 

Providence: Marian Book ‘Shop, 63 Washing- 
ton St. 
Rochester, N. Y.: Charles A. Tucker, 74 East 

Ave.; E. Trant, 96 Clinton Ave. 

St. Louis: Herder Book Co., 15 S. Broadway. 
Scranton, Pa.: Diocesan Guild Studios, 300 


Wyoming Ave. 

Seattle, Wash.: The Kaufer Co., 1904 Fourth 
Ave. 

Tacoma, Wash.: The Kaufer Co., 756 Broad- 
way. 


Washington, D. C.: Wm. J. Gallery Co» 
718—11th St., N.'W. 

Wheeling, W. Va.: Church Supplies Co., 2129 
Market St. 

Wichita, Kans.: Catholic Action Book Shop, 
424 N. Broadway. 
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**Stupendous”’ 


1 
Amen, Amen 
S. A. Constantino, Jr. Harper, $2.00 
Excellent for this year and every year. 
Rev., March. 
Reviewed by L. H. G. Bouscarren, Chi- 


cago Engineer and Businessman. 


§. A. Constantino, Jr., an ensign in the 
Navy Air Corps, is the author of the 
little book Amen, Amen just off the 
press. No one thinks of Harper & Bro- 
thers as Catholic publishers. The book 
bears no imprimatur. The words “Cath- 
olic,’ “Sacraments,” ‘‘Mass” are no- 
where mentioned, and still there is no 
question but that Ensign Constantino is 
an astonishingly well informed Catholic 
who has succeeded in writing an enter- 
taining and convincing treatise in the 
breezy vernacular of the day on apolo- 
getics and morality. 

Everyone who has tried to teach 
religion to a wide awake group of 
modern young men and women will wish 
he had read this book. The effectiveness 
of a teacher of religion depends, whether 
the teacher wants it to or not, on what 
the pupils know of the teacher outside 
of his religious background. A priest or 
a nun is to a certain extent a partisan, 
a professional, a propagandist. When a 
man’s man with a normal upbringing, a 
Boy Scout raised in the Tom Sawyer 
country, with a successful school and 
college career, who has won his wings in 
the Navy Air Corps, steps out of his 
sphere to talk about religion to the 
“60% of young people who don’t go to 
church,” he will be listened to. 

The author knows what is going on. 
He listens to the radio, takes in the 
movies, reads the funny papers, likes 
di Maggio, doesn’t care for the Dodgers, 
plays bridge, has a speaking acquaint- 
ance with farming, chemistry, physics 
and medicine. His language is pictur- 
esque, like Billy Sunday’s, but there is 
no slush, no sentimentality. The author 
“uses the old bean.” St. Augustine and 
St. Thomas would approve. It is an ap- 
peal to reason, an argument based on 
common sense. Nothing is taken for 
granted. 

Constantino’s apologetics is in three 
simple steps. About God, About Us, 
About God and Us. His morality is a 
frank discussion of money and sex. 
Chapter on the soul is headed “We 
Tick”; chapter on prayer “Brass Tack 
Stuff.” One hopes he will write a whole 





book on prayer, for he knows what it 
is. Another chapter is a plea for reli- 
gious education in public schools. If 
anyone doubts the book is Catholic, let 
him not miss the allusion to purgatory 
and to the four marks of the True 
Church, and then, “If you’ve decided 
on the road to Jericho, get the right 
route; be a trooper, get a gleam in your 
eye and start looking around. Make 
sure you find the church that fits. 
You’re plenty cozy about finding the 
right size pair of shoes.” 

After the reader has thought out 
these things, “Onward Christian Sol- 
diers will cease to sound trite.” 

The only wrong thing about Amen, 
Amen is the price. It should cost 15c so 
that each of the 80,000,000 it was writ- 
ten for will have a chance to read it. 


Most Timely 
2 


The Vatican and the War** 
Feb. 24, ’44 
Dutton, $3.00 
Highly Rec.—should be in all Public 
and Parish Libraries. Rev., March. 


Unlike many correspondents who have 
written about current events, Cianfarra 
was unusually well equipped to write 
this account. He was educated in Italy, 
where his father was an American cor- 
respondent. As a schoolmate of the pres- 
ent Pontiff’s nephew, he was well ac- 
quainted with the family—and this was 
very helpful during his seven years’ 
tenure as representative in Rome of the 
New York Times. His intimate ac- 
quaintance with both the language and 
many important people, together with 
his background knowledge, enabled him 
to present many interesting sidelights— 
and he is invariably neutral and sympa- 
thetic in his reporting. 

All churches, he says, are today fac- 
ing one of the gravest crises in history. 
A return to uncontrollable human pas- 
sions is rending mankind. Both lay and 
religious leaders must face this fact. 

Victorious Russia will replace Ger- 
many as the strongest power in Europe. 
Almost automatically she will become 
the most dangerous enemy of all Chris- 
tian faiths. 


Camille Cianfarra 


One of the fundamental post-war 
tasks will be to develop a higher stand- 
ard of morality between states as well 
as between citizens—and this, of course, 


is one of the aims of religion. Support of 
religion is therefore a prerequisite for 
permanent peace. 

The World War must be viewed in 
broad outline, consequently the author’s 
views on world conditions, containing as 
they do a wealth of material, and ex- 
plaining the condition of the Vatican in 
world affairs, are very helpful. As a dis- 
interested observer, the Times corre- 
spondent refutes the charges that the 
Vatican is responsible for either Fascist 
or Nazi totalitarianism. The world very 
much needs to learn these facts. With 
regard to Franco, the author points out 
that although Franco’s opponents them- 
selves professed to be enemies of the 
Church the Papal Nuncio at Madrid 
was not withdrawn. He also argues that 
the Pope has hinted strongly that the 
only hope of recovery along the lines of 
the Papal peace program is in an Allied 
victory. 

We recommend this book for every 
Parish and Public Library. 


w w bx 


By the Way 


The story of the Death March of 
Bataan as told by Lt. Col. Dyess has 
been featured in newspapers following 
its release by the War department. 
Charles Leavelle has written a book to 
be published in March—presumably un- 
der the same title. 


Eddie Doherty will have a new book 
later in the year—subject, Blessed Mar- 
tin de Porres. 


Maureen Daly’s Seventeenth .Sum- 
mer has now gone thru seventeen print- 
ings. She has two new books about 
ready to be published—one, Smarter 
and Smoother, being along the line of 
her writings in the Chicago Tribune. 


Dorothy Fremont Grant, author of 
What Other Answer, has a novel now in 
the hands of a publisher—price not yet 
ready—but if you want a copy of the 
first edition we suggest placing your 
order at once. You will see her name in 
our columns again, as she expects to 
find time to do some writing for us later 
in the year. 


—and, by the way, for the benefit of 
those concerned, this author’s middle 
name is pronounced Free’-munt — not 
Free-mont’. 
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Screams vs Sense 
Hysterics vs History 


We consider the following analysis by 
N. Elizabeth Monroe—who writes our 
Creative Reading column—as very im- 
portant, for the reason that the same 
comments may well apply to numerous 
other recent books wherein the authors 
give vent to their emotions and preju- 
dices while pretending to give authentic 
information. 

Unwary or uncritical readers are mis- 
led through having seen such books 
praised elsewhere, and because other 
biased or superficial writers later refer 
to them as though they were authori- 
tative. 

Should such books be read? Despite 
the fact, for example, that certain re- 
viewers have listed Whitaker's We Can- 
not Escape History as not recommend- 
able to any class of reader, it is our 
opinion that if mature readers ignore 
such books they are leaving themselves 
uninformed as to the beliefs on which 
the majority base their conclusions— 
and actions. Thoughtful people may 
wonder why these others can have such 
opinions—but they will not understand 
their neighbors, nor will they be able 
to answer unfounded arguments, unless 
they themselves know where and how 
the misinformation and prejudice origi- 
nated. 


4 


Black Lamb and Grey Falcon 
Rebecca West Viking, $3.95 


There have always been people who 
resort to screaming when their views 
are challenged, but it has been left to 
our time to turn screaming into a pro- 
fession—and one that pays. This is a 
technique employed by liberals to make 
their opponents agree by shouting them 
down, something like bringing the Euro- 
pean nations democracy at the point 
of a gun. 

Rebecca West’s Black Lamb and 
Grey Falcon may be described as an 
international scream, for here, between 
the parts of a travel book, between de- 
scriptions of how the Balkans eat, dress, 
talk, and at times assassinate each 
other, the author has decried every- 
thing she dislikes, not only about the 
Balkans, but about the world in gen- 
eral. Her imagination does not balk at 
the task, large as it is, and she has fol- 
lowed this up by a blast at Mr. Hoover 
and now another at Mr. Hitler, oddly 
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enough taking him to task for breaking 
the second commandment. She never ex- 
plains, discusses or proves, but erects as 
truth every prejudice she has ever had. 

This method is all right where food, 
scenery, customs, and arts are con- 
cerned, but applied to institutions. it 
argues a grave lack of scholarship, not 
to say of common sense, and merely 
serves to show how far a mind can go 
on a very little bit of information. There 
is a superstition extant that to visit a 
country means one knows all about it, 
past and present, a new twist to the 
concept of universal scholarship. To 
challenge Miss West’s scholarship is to 
have a score of liberal guns leveled at 
your head. So I merely ask why, if 
Miss West believes these things, does 
she scream? 


Change of Pace 


In treating religion, however, Miss 
West shows a degree of subtlety. She 
does not believe in the frontal attack, 
nor does she even take to screaming, 
but devises situations, personages, con- 
versations in which the clergy appear 
in a bad light. They are sly, grasping, 
intolerant, and hypocritical. And how 
may we be sure of these things? we 
ask. Why simply because Miss West 
says they are true. 

She draws a great many comparisons 
between the Orthodox and Roman 
Church, in which the Eastern rites come 
off rather well. The Eastern Church has 
simply abandoned itself to magic, a 
pretty good thing for the Balkans in 
between assassinations, and the Mass 
is, of course, artistic, even though the 
Metropolitan be a reformed bandit, or 
shall we say, a redirected bandit? After 
all, the Eastern Church is superior to 
the Roman Church—it “does not pre- 
tend to be anything but a religion, since 
it does not claim to be in possession of 
the final truth about philosophy and 
ethics and political science,” a very 
comfortable arrangement, as you can 
see. 

Invalidation Complete 


It is perhaps too late to ask that a 
book be what it sets out to be, if a 
novel then not propaganda, and if 
a book of travel impressions then not 
a series of pronouncements on the world 
at large. There are delightful things 
about this book, especially to those of 
epicurean appetite, and the style is very 
good, except for an occasional lapse 
into vulgarity, more a matter of out- 





screaming oneself than a deliberate in- 
tention. But the method invalidates 
every generalization that is made. The 
reader is not even sure that the char- 
acters who describe varying points of 
view are real; they may be made up 
for the occasion so that there is no 
comeback for the people and _ institu- 
tions Miss West has maligned without 
benefit or proof. 
* * * 


KATHLEEN NORRIS 
5 


Corner of Heaven 
Kathleen Norris DD, $2.00 
Reviewed by Stanley E. Kalamaja, 
St. Marys, Kansas. 


“Truth is stranger than fiction.” To 
which Kathleen Norris’ Corner of 
Heaven calmly replies “No.” For you 
could hardly find a stranger person in 
modern U. S. A. than a twenty-year- 
old girl who has never had a date or 
seen a movie. This is just the character 
novelist-Norris has introduced to the 
reader. 

Living on her grandparent’s farm in 
Maryland, Griselle spends her hours 
mastering long forgotten arts, “weaving 
and carding and spinning and soapmak- 
ing!” After grandfather’s death she . 
leaves her old-fashioned seclusion to try 
her hand at more modern accomplish- 
ments. Her choice as training school is 
Aunt Mollie’s boarding house for girls 
and the University of California. 

Far more absorbing than her battle 
with restaurant eitquette, correct dress 
and college classes is her duel with rich, 
self-centered, world-wise Mitzi for the 
love of Captain Alan McIntyre of the 
Medical Corps. Complete lack of pre- 
tense soon wins Griselle many friends, 
among them Steve, Alan’s crippled 
brother, best described by Griselle’s 
comment, “But looking at him you 
know that he’ll win.” 

Aunt Mollie remarks, “I expect my 
girls to be decent.” A sensible reader 
feels the same way about his books. 
Corner of Heaven is a fine proof that 
emphasis on the seamy side of life is 
not a “must” for interest in a story. 

The author’s concentration on the 
feminine characters in the story and 
their romantic up-and-downs will prob- 
ably be of greater interest to women 
readers. But anyone can well reserve 4 
little space in his reading schedule fot 
Corner of Heaven. 
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COMING 
18 


Air Intelligence 
Sorenson-Putnam DSP April, ’44, $2.75 
How modern air force operations are planned. 


A fairly complete story for the layman. 
19 


Bataan 

Lt. Col. A. W. Ind Mac 3-14-44, $3.00 
An intelligence officer’s record of the hopeless 
fight. Also Pearl Harbor and Australia. 


20 
The Church and the Liberal Society 
Emmett John Hughes P U, 3-15-44, $3.00 
Written from the Catholic point of view. 
‘ 


21 
The Curtain Rises 
Quentin Reynolds Random 3-6-’44, $2.75 
Reported to be a “must” book—by the author 
of Dress Rehearsal. Covers Teheran — North 
Africa — Sicily — Russia — Italy. 


Empire of the Air 

M. Josephson HB 4-7-44, $3.00 
Author of Robber Barons writes case history 
of Pan-American Air Lines as developed by 
Trippe. Techniques—rivalry—politics—cleaning 
out Nazis. Quite interesting to those concerned 
with aviation. Illustrated. 


Into the Jaws of Death 

Michael Stern McB_ Mar., 44, $2.75 
Collection of first-hand service exploits — 
stories of fighting men who came back alive 
from various fronts. 


John Farrow’s Pageant of the Popes— 
out of stock for several months—has just 
been reprinted—$3.50. 


25 
A Pictorial Guide to Many Lands 
Ed.W. J. Turner Hastings, $5.00 
The British Commonwealth—facts, not opin- 
ions. Descriptive sketches on the country— 
people—way of life. 178 beautifully repro- 
duced photos—48 full-color reproductions. 


26 

The Practice of Idealism 

Alf. Bingham DSP _ 3-24-44, $2.00 
An arresting challenge—a “New Deal for the 
World.” The necessity of a world community. 
Prosperity ‘by helping others. Production to 
tapacity after the war, leaving the cost to the 
bookkeepers. 


27 

Surgery Through the Ages 

L. Hiller H 1944, $3.50 
Bok award. A pictorial chronicle. Series of 
thotographic recreations constituting a record 
ofthe history of surgery in ancient times, and 
town to Anasthesia and Lister—with accom- 
banying text. 


28 
Ten Years in Japan 
Ambassador Grew SS April, $3.50 
fe was aware of what was happening—but 
telpless to avert. 


29 
What Is Our Destiny 
Norman Thomas DD 4-7-44, $2.00 
Socialist author says Roosevelt put his am- 
bition to defeat Hitler above his pledge to re- 
main out of war—does not believe in a world 
federation—considers unemployment the chief 
factor in militarism, and that the unfinished 
economic revolution is part of the war. 


White Smoke Over the Vatican by Don 
Sharkey, editor of the Young Catholic Mes- 
senger, is coming in March. Price probably 
$2.50, 

Cianfarra’s The Vatican and the War, to 
be published Feb. 29th, $3.00, is very fine. 

D. Day by “Inside Europe” John Gunther 
is due March 8th—the invasion of Italy. $3.00. 

The Book-of-the-Month Club selection for 
April is Blessed Are the Meek by Zofia Kos- 
sak—to be published March 20th, $3.00. 

The Mass Presented to Non-Catholics 
proved so popular that a new edition—re- 
duced to 50c—has just been published. 


Coming “Reprints” 
30 


Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations 
Original ed. was $6.50 


Feb., $2.98 
31 
The Song of Bernadette* 
Franz Werfel March 13, $1.49 
Special Reprint edition. Reg. ed. is $3.00. 
*Movie. 


32 
The Uninvited 
Dorothy McArdle 


Original edition, $2.50. 
*Movie 


Feb., $1.00 


: 33 
Ministry of Fear * 
Graham Greene 


Original edition, $2.50. 


Published, $1.00 


You Will Like 
34 


Golden Apples in the Sun** 
Feb., ’44 


Rosemary Obermeyer Dutton, $2.50 


Very good light reading—All. Rev. 
March. 


Anyone wishing to be critical could find 
numerous inconsistencies in this story 
of a little gypsy girl, but somehow one 
just doesn’t feel like mentioning any 
but the good points. 

Her mother having died, Rhona was 
taken in by a kind lady. A period of 
uncertainty followed at a convent 


school—from whence she “escaped” to 
find a home with Mr. O’Callaghan, an- 
other “character,” who has made a 
home for his little niece. 

Family complications led to a hegira 
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through a mysterious wilderness to an 
equally fantastic destination—presum- 
ably the trek is across northern Minne- 
sota and Michigan. Time and again the 
little gypsy saves the day. 

We think almost anyone who likes 
light reading will find Miss Obermeyer’s 
first effort most delightful. 

* * * 
Dear Editor: 

Knowing that you are a descendant 
of some kind* of the Manning family, 
I think you will be interested in the 
following, from The Transcript, Hart- 
ford: 

“London—(NC)—Writing in the 
Cambridge Review for December, F. A. 
Simpson, English historian, accuses Lyt- 
ton Strachey, in his volume Eminent 
Victorians, of ignoring the truth in por- 
traying Cardinal Manning, leader of the 
social Catholic movement in England in 
the nineteenth century and convert to 
the Faith, as a ‘self-seeker,’ Mr. Simp- 
son’s statement is the subject of an ar- 
ticle in the London Tablet. 

“Strachey’s problem, Mr. Simpson 
writes, was how to sustain his precon- 
ceived notion of Manning as a self- 
seeker, with the actual fact of his be- 
coming ‘a recruit to what was then an 
alien and detested faith, a middle-aged 
neophyte in a Church which had little 
at best to offer to an ambitious man 
in England, and which had already 
shown itself in the last degree unlikely 
to extend even that little to a new- 
comer.’ 

“Mr. Simpson concludes: ‘As an his- 
torian Strachey’s fundamental fault was 
in fact a moral one: in the last resort 

he did not care enough for truth. For if 
truth can be sacrificed to produce the 
work of edification, so can it also be 
sacrificed amusingly to provide the gal- 
lery, or even the stalls, with entertain- 
ment. And when Strachey makes this 
sacrifice, he makes it open-eyed: where 
his portraits are false, they are not 
merely false, but falstfied’.” 


* “Of some kind,” is correct —Ep. 
* * * 


V ocations 
We are in receipt of a very attrac- 
tively illustrated booklet entitled Holy 
Cross Brothers, which we take is avail- 
able to those interested, either from the 


~ Sacred Heart Juniorate, Watertown, 


Wis., or St. Joseph Juniorate, Valatie, 
N. Y. 


ee 










































































































































































































































































































































































uonepunoy Aqiry aa1aing 37 pynoys ‘£IDAIOWIBG] 














4aywea 4 420472) 





ON e une g poo 4 Budae 4 
Ogu | 334, _— ) eLivjuery 41D 4 2Yy) pup ups4v4 ay] 
é uM | _ON e uos}eq]n’) aaDad [P19 L 
é é _ON ms _: MOISLIG] 1aaaiog S$] NoLIowo] 
@ ae e saog any AuLy kupusay 210810] 
934 @ Kase’) ajdoag suisasaquy yong 
93u e  ©@ @ by yuuig qin4ig asuvs3g 
33u yy = _ ——  @ PAOISIIO') a2Dad PH1O AM PUD awwuag 24] 
_ @ oe heysieonaarl  @ soysny 4apig nay sadog ay] 
UM ON @ suruWjoweg daajg 01 unog ap ADT [ “ON 
@ uM ON @ wenis apiey je4su0py 
334 | _393u & 4a yor) D221g DIIOy wolf UD 
334 6 e@ ‘af ‘sniumiaig aspa']-pua] 
) Vil @ =v aoveg puv 4044 mogp YyUuIYyL OF NOH 
@ ON @ -  sBunag yo10g W01g $pogd 
® @ @ Za[NYPS upsy 4 441 In Al Supusse9 
e é ON SILION] mui] 
e xoumby 
uM ON @ 189 M-9T[LA PES ayy ‘aa0g ay? pup a/30q 
234 | 334 @ ) purys<H ymnog $1] 2a0q 
& 
© 




























































































S124? 1NPW 
yplopoig Asvuonaig, 214404) as19U07) 
asos10g asnp’) uouUuoy) 
udzTlV pIluOpasDp OUI 40aGQ auto’) 
Se sIMa'] Anupiysi1y) 40f aso) 
@ «| Weapon kuogy umidn) 
© Aasiay ouppy 40f 1190 V 
@ ajhog ayouppap 
uud[q Suryoswp 09 2A SV 
ic we 2 Zwy ~ £4S ays ur sazup 








ourueysuo’) uaump ‘uaup 









































~ oR er ts treet 











ess 























Ajuo spuapnis a1njoW-—OSW 
PeouDApy JD4 0Ol—VW4l 
sUuaUWOd 2295—9S 
SUCIZDAJaSaY YsIM-—UM 
paemalAey—Azy As042048142S—-LVS 
oN—ON pepuswwor22y—JD4u 


vial NO SiHOO08 





Sn Sipe = PR sc POINGTT 


2 Poe, 
SSeS ees 





ee _—=egs 








March, 1944 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





——_—— 











REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


School + 


Objectionable’ - 


451 

Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + F—Favorable 
C-I—Current Interest + H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
TFA—Too Far Advanced + A—For Adults 


DM—Doubtful Merit - WR—With Reservations - U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded - 
DIS—Disapproved  - 


O—Offensive or 
REC—Recom- 


mended » REV—Reviewed - MSO—Mature Students Only. 


The Numbers below are for your convenience in ordering from your dealer. 


In order to make this number as 
nearly complete as possible up to 
this date, we have included extra 
excerpts—which has made it im- 
possible to publish the usual num- 
her of Reviews. 


35 
Abigail’s Sampler and Other Poems 
Helen Frith Stickney Fine Editions, $1.25 
Good Quality—For All 


Anne Beatrice Murphy in America: “...a 
group of fifty-six brief lyrics and sonnets. 
They have a freshness of imagery, a delicacy 
of touch and a precision of form that are 
enchanting. . . . recounts a little-known event 
of the War of Independence with all the 
straightforward robustness of the old ballads. 
... The five dramatic poems . . . were writ- 
ten originally for radio, but they lose none 
of their strength in print. Four give a dra- 
matic picture of pre-war America.” 


36 
Afternoon of a Pawnbroker 
Kenneth Fearing Harcourt, $2.00 
Chicago Sun: “. . . the excitement of con- 
temporary living told in terms which are 
strictly contemporary, and strictly Fearing’s. 
” 


“Fearing’s are uneasy, unhappy poems be- 
cause these are uneasy, unhappy times for the 
man who can look his social conscience in 
the face.” 

37 
Amen, Amen 

S. A. Constantino, Jr. Harper, $2.00 
New World, Chicago: “Stupendous.” 

Reviewed in this issue. 


38 

An American Dilemma 

Gunnar Myrdal Harper, 2 vols., ea. $7.50 
This Negro Problem and Modern Democ- 
racy is the result of a 5-year study sponsored 
by the Carnegie Corporation. Supposedly cov- 
ts “all the major phases of Negro life.” 
Pub. date, Jan. 26th. 


39 
Anger in the Sky 
Susan Ertz Harper, $2.75 
Satisfactory Novel—Stirring—Thoughtful 
Boston Pilot: “.. . an intense novel through 
Which she arouses the callous and the in- 
tifferent to the reality of the havoc of war. 


In bomb shelled London, and in underground 
shelters there is that underlying courage and 
faith that has come out of sacrifice and 
suffering. 

“The romance between Viola and Tully 
brings them together in Washington where 
she comes on tour to tell others of the work 
going on across the water . . . romance and 
realism in a stirring and thoughtful story as 
she describes the anger in the mind and the 
anger in the sky.” 


40 
Art Parade 
Dwight and Frankfurter Hastings, $3.50 
Commonweal: “.. . will appeal to the gen- 
eral reader chiefly for its remarkable collec- 
tion of reproductions, especially . . . of details 
of paintings and sculpture. . . .” 


41 

As We Go Marching 
John T. Flynn DD, $2.00 
Reviews sound as though it is political cam- 
paign material. He believes we’re headed hell- 
bent for Fascism. We can’t agree that he 
has analyzed the situation correctly at all. 


42 


Au Clare De Luce 


Fay Henle Daye, $2.25 


Congress-woman Luce—No particular int. 


The Tribune: “.. . a sure-fire honey of a 
subject for a biography. Too bad . . . this 
isn’t it. 

“.. . an authorized portrait, which means 
that the newspaper woman who wrote it 
hadn’t much to go on that hadn’t already ap- 
peared in the public press. 

“.. . You won’t know a great deal more 
about the ‘Countess of Life, Time and Fortune’ 
than could have been found out by reading 
the papers.” 


43 

Avalanche * 

Kay Boyle S&S, $2.50 
Romantic, Thrilling Novel 

John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.. . the 
most conventional of all Kay Boyle’s books 
. superlatively written . . . a highly ro- 
mantic novel of the thriller type . . . emi- 
nently enjoyable. . . . As an example of clean, 


smoothly articulated prose, it is equally ad- 
mirable. 

“. , . a young American girl, reared in 
France . . . returns there with a relief mission 
some time after the United States has entered 
the war . . . she hopes to get word of a 


missing Frenchman whom she loves. .. . 
The atmosphere of mystery and danger is 
electric, and there is no easing of the tension 
until the denouement.” 


44. 
Balkan Firebrand 
Kosta Todorov Ziff-Davis, $3.50 


Revolutionary’s Autobiography—FMS 
Max Fischer in Commonweal: “. . . Todorov 
. . a Social-Revolutionary terrorist in Russia, 
. . leader in the Bulgarian Peasant Party, 
. how preparing a Bulgarian revolution in 
favor of the Allies . . . has written his auto- 
biography . . . a more thrilling story than 
most fiction. 

“|. I am hesitant to believe all the gossip 
Todorov tells or to believe that he has been 
as clever in every situation as one is led to 
think by his book. 

“ . . certainly a most colorful representa- 
tive . . . but it is another question whether 

. . such men should be permitted to cooper- 
ate in the European reconstruction . . .” 


45 

Baseball’s Greatest Drama 

Joseph Krueger Classic, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . the history of the World 
Series from its beginning in 1903 up to 1942 
. . . told by a person who is called the Old 
Timer ... . a synthetic person made up of sev- 
eral sports writers. . . .” 


46 
A Bell for Adano 
John Hersey Knopf, $2.50 
Tough—Profane—Troubled Novel. 
John Frederick Nims in Chicago Tribune: 
“ . . the Italian battlefront ...a novel... 
tough, profane, and troubled. .. . 

“Tho lively, earnest, and right minded .. . 
fairly defective as a novel. Character and 
event tend to be simplified by a didactic 
purpose. 

“Hersey, the brilliant reporter of Into the 
Valley, seems to be more at home in the 
brave and earnest world of fact than in the 
world of fiction.” 


47 


Bolivar, Simon, Life and Times of, 
Hendrik W. Van Loon DM, $2.50 


Very good treatment—Objective 


48 
Bonin 
Robert Standish Mac, $2.50 


Pacific colonization—Historically interesting 
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49 
Coal Dust of the Fiddle 
George Korson Pennsylvania, $3.50 
Commonweal: “. . . a book mostly concerned 
with soft-coal miners’ minstrelsy . . . con- 
tains some incredibly bad verse. But it more 
than gets by on the background material and 
background emotion it contributes to the 
understanding of a peculiar American phe- 
nomenon: the psychology of the soft-coal 
miner.” 
50 
Cohan, George M.* 
Ward Morehouse Lippincott, $3.00 
Readable, Recommended Biog.—For all 


The Sign: “Cohan could neither understand 
nor condone the production of plays based 
on perverted moral standards and reeking 
with vulgarity and  pseudo-sophistication. 
More than any other figure in the field, he 
had built up a tremendous audience for 
wholesome plays and clean comedy. 

“The author has drawn a simple picture, 
without frills or furbelows, of the man who 
is rapidly becoming an American legend .. . 
an excellent reference book for any library 
and a readable biography.” 


51 
Clemenceau 
Geoffrey Brunn Harvard, $3.00 
Pierre Courtines in America: “. . . third in 


the series of Makers of modern Europe... 
not a definitive biography .. . rather a history 
of France against a background of 
Clemenceau’s dominating personality. — 
Seems to be a reprimand to those who have 
criticized her for her inadequate prepara- 
A as 
52 

“Clear the Tracks: the Story of an 
Old-time Locomotive Engineer” 

Joseph Bromley Whittesley, $2.75 
Chicago Tribune: “, . . one of the most read- 
able rail biographies of recent years.” 


53 

Come Over Into Macedonia 

Harold B. Allen Rutgers U., $3.00 

Rec. with Reservations 

The Sign: “.. . the careful record of a ten- 
year experiment in rural reconstruction work 
under the auspices of the Near East Founda- 
tion. 

“The book is remarkable as a revelation of 
what can be accomplished among a rural, 
backward, and destitute people by a group of 
thoroughly unselfish, unprejudiced, and self- 
sacrificing philanthropists with the very mini- 
mum of funds and personnel. 

“One thing . . puzzled this reviewer— 
Mr. Allen’s very sketchy acquaintance with 
the true history, doctrine, and liturgy of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. On these subjects he 
is exceedingly hazy and incorrect.” 


54 

Coronal 

Paul Claudel Pantheon, $2.75 

French andi English—highly recommended. 
Critics generally have given high praise to the 
work of the former French Ambassador to 
this country—a poet-philosopher, but there 
has been some sniping at the translation into 
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English by Sister Mary David, S.S.N.D. Not 
being able to judge ourselves, we conclude 
from an examination of the more trustworthy 
reporters, that this criticism is what President 
Roosevelt would probably call “picayune.” 

John S. Kennedy in The Transcript: “ . 
a cycle of religious poetry . . . themes are 
drawn from the Christian year, with its or- 
ganically knit seasons and its luminous feasts. 
Claudel is a poet of major rank. . . . The 
French is perfect.” 

55 

Crazy Weather 

C. L. McNichols -Mac, Feb., ’44, $2.00 

Mohave desert novel. HS-No. A-Sat. 

“South Boy” affected temporarily by the 
weather, runs away to avoid ‘being sent away 
to school. 

His witch-struck Mohave companion runs 
away because he is called a boy, while he 
wants to be a man. Their fantastic exploits 
make up most of the story. Fairly good. 


56 


Crusade for Pan-Europe 


Coudenhove-Kalergi Putnam, $3.50 


Many contradictions—MSO 

The Commonweal: “. . . an unusual book 
which this reviewer found highly interesting 

. . the story of a man whom a kindly fate 
provided with a ‘front seat’ at the spectacle of 
history in the making . . . at the time of a 
tremendous crisis . . . of a man with a single 
idea who devoted his resources and his powers 
tenaciously and unswervingly to its realization. 

““’. . full of sketches of the principal Euro- 
pean actors in the great drama which opened 
thirty years ago.” 


57 
Democracy, Should It Survive * 
Wm. J. Kirby Foundation 
Rec. to All. 


The Boston Pilot: “They address their re- 
marks to the’average man, showing him that 
his dignity as interpreted in the Declaration 
of Independence, is the keynote of democracy. 

“. . . points out how social, educational, 
economic and political democracy can survive 
if it is solidly grounded on a proper recogni- 
tion of man’s inherent dignity . . . democracy 
itself is being tried on all fronts... . 

“One reason why the theory of American 
democracy did not produce all of its intended 
fruits is because the eighteenth century was 
more insistent on rights than on duties.” 

(Dr. John J. O'Connor will review later.) 


58 


Eagle and the Dove, The 
V. Sackville-West DD, 2-18-44, $2.50 


Generally favorable. Study of contrast be- 
tween Sts. Teresa of Avila and Therese of 
Lisieux. Author is a non-Catholic. 


59 
Exploring the Dangerous Trades * 

Alice Hamilton Little, $3.00 
Recommended Sociological Study 
America: “. . . an engaging autobiography 

and a first-rate sociological document... . 

“. . , a good book. It tells modestly and 
authoritatively the story of America’s belated 
flight to check the scourge of industrial dis- 
eases. It tells, also, the rich story of an in- 


Bruce, $2.00 
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teresting lady who became a doctor, lived for 
some years at Hull House, won international 
fame in her chosen field. . . .” 


60 


Far on the Ringing Plains 
George Rodger Macmillan, $3.00 


Rec. to General Reader. 


America: “. . . the author set forth with 
cameras for a brief sojourn in Africa. His 
object was to cover Free French activities 
there for Life magazine . . . what was in- 
tended to be a simple errand expanded into a 
hectic expedition of 90,000 miles. 

. . a risky business spurning a convoy 
for the speed of a lone blockade runner ... 
a vivid, diverting and informative account of 
a hazardous odyssey which more than likely 
would make even old Ulysses blink his eyes 
and whistle.” 


The Fifth Seal 
Mark Aldanov Scribner, $3.00 
Saturday Review of Literature: “I do not 
happen to think that The Fifth Seal is a great 
book by any manner of means . . . I would 
not list it among the more fortunate choices of 
the Book Club judges. It is definitely not an 
anti-Soviet novel. . . . It is rather anti-hu- 
manity.” 
62 
Financial Accounting 
Geo. O. May 
Rec. to Advanced Students. 


The author, chairman of the accounting firm 
of Price, Waterhouse & Co., has here distilled 
some thoughts from his fifty years of experi- 
ence—during which time we have passed from 
a laizzez-faire economy into a_ period of 
greater governmental supervision. 
Accounting principles are compared with 
common law and theories and principles are 
discussed, rather than technical aspects. 


Mac, $3.00 


63 
Flint 
Charles G. Norris DD, $2.50 
Preposterous—O ffensive 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . Some 
credit is due Mr. Norris. . . . He has sought 


to pack San Francisco’s tumultuous labor 
troubles of the last ten years, as well # 
California’s agricultural labor problems int 
a volume of 354 pages. .. . : 

. . . Conflict is the chief note of the story; 
and this is domestic as well as economic. . .: 

... the story is stiff with rigor mort 
from the first word on the first page. ..: 
The scenes of illicit passion are the mor 
offensive because of their deliberately man 
factured character . . . preposterous book... 


64 
Food “Crisis” 
Roy F. Hendrickson D D, $2.0 
Food—Prices—Farm legislation—Good 


The Commonweal: “. . . approves the ide 
of subsidies and does not side with those fam 
organizations which have been fighting the 
and trying to strangle the FSA. 

“|. . an excellent analysis of rationing, ot 
prices and stabilization. . . . describes hov 
Britain manages food distribution and the & 
traordinary development of communal dinilt 
rooms. 
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65 
Germany Will Try It Again 
Sigrid Schultz R & H, $2.50 

Very Good—Current Interest 

America: “Relying less upon scholarly refer- 
ences than her own personal knowledge of 
instances and personalities, she piles up evi- 
dence to convince the skeptic that even before 
the Armistice a concerted deliberate move- 
ment among a few influential men was on 
foot to bring Germany back into power for 
the ‘next war.’ Our alleged unkindness at 
Versailles had nothing whatever to do with 
Germany’s dedication to another war, she 
says.” 

66 
God’s Front Porch 

Ketti Frings Morrow, 2-23-44, $2.00 

Humorless Tripe—Unfavorable. Mar. ’44. 
Dead soldiers in a dubious heaven. God, re- 
ferred to as “the old man.” The Germans are 
preparing the way for Der Fuehrer. The 
French maid is under the Lieutenant’s “pro- 
tection.” 

An American soldier’s dead baby is brought 
in. God has been worried about “the way 
people feel I’ve neglected them.” He hunts 
through the “miracle book,” “so I wouldn’t 
repeat myself.” The soldier persuaded “the 
old man” to send the baby back to its mother. 
Labelled as wonderful “creative writing’’!! 


67 

Good Night, Sweet Prince 

Gene Fowler Viking, $3.50 

Unsavory passages prevents general Rec. 
Biography of John Barrymore by a boon 
companion. Much that is coarse—but prob- 
ably not worse than was Barrymore during 
the debauched and drunken periods of his life. 


68 
Hallelujah 
Fannie Hurst Harper, $2.50 
Triangle novel. Just Fanny Hurst. AWR?? 
weme: “. without specific descriptions 
Fannie Hurst manages to make this super- 
heated atmosphere quiver with a _ heavy, 
middle-aged eroticism . . . the commonplaces 
of existence . . . take on a sultry, Sunday- 
supplement sexual significance. . . . But her 
emotional thunderstorms never clear the air 
after her emotional dog days.” 


69 

The Harvest is Late 

J. Hyatt Downing Morrow, Feb., ’44, $2.50 

Interesting Adult Novel—Amoral. 

Better than average in theme and develop- 
ment, this is a story of hard work and 
courage, and a sort of travesty on the arti- 
ficialities of life. A farm boy fights his way to 
material success, loses his wealth in the end 
but retains the loyalty of his friends. 


70 

Home Front Memo 

Carl Sandburg Harcourt, $3.00 

Enlightening—Entertaining—For all 

Anne Stuart in America: “. . . a collection of 
Papers, each a separate memo .. . five chap- 
ters on ‘The Unfathomed Lincoln’ . . . a col- 
lection of speeches and radio broadcasts . . . 


Once-A-Week Pieces For The Papers . . . 1941 
to. 1943, 


“What with Sandburg’s inimitable, pithy 
style, it would be difficult to single out any 
particular chapter for special attention or rec- 
ommendation. 

“Home Front Memo is dedicated to the ‘life, 
works and memory of Stephen Vincent 
Benet.’” (Beautifully illustrated.) 


71 
Hong Kong Aftermath 

Wenzell Brown S. & D., $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . the now oft-told tale of the 
fall of Hong Kong. . . . Brown is not equal 
to his subject. . . .” 

. While the Professor is respectful to- 
ward the priest and sisters in the camp, the 
inglorious sobriquet with which his book tags 
certain Protestant missioners in the camp, be- 
speaks: religious intolerance. .. . 

“This Professor of English does not seem 
to be capable of discriminating between 
humor and obscenity. This is a serious defect 
in any book... .” 


72 
How to Think About War and Peace 

Mortimer J. Adler S&S, 2-11-44, $2.50 
Excellent—For All Thinking Adults. March ’44 
“Tt took the present war to arouse me,” says 
the great Thomistic student, Mortimer J. 
Adler, whose book is concerned with ideas 
rather than plans or blue prints. He ‘believes 
world peace impossible without world gov- 
ernment—politically, socially and economical- 
ly democratic. 

What to do with Germany? Japan? Russia? 
He tells you nothing. Patch up the best peace 
possible in a world that has not as yet even 
learned to think. It cannot be permanent un- 
til we learn to overcome the real obstacles— 
which are moral and cultural. 

It will take us 500 years—and we first need 
“ideas to think with’—in terms of eternal 
principles. 

This book deserves—and will have—a full 
review. It makes most other “What to do” 
books sound like trash. 


73 
The Incorruptible 
Marjorie Coryn Appleton, $2.50 
Elizabeth M. Joyce in America: “... not a 


novel in the true sense of the word. ...a 
series of portraits done in an impressionistic 


manner which is very effective . . . covers a 
five-month period in 1794 . . . historically 
sound.” 
74 
The Innocents at Cedro 
R. L. Duffus Mac, Feb., ’44, $2.00 


Memoir of Thorstein Veblen—but mostly 
Duffus. Urbane — Unobjectionable — Not Im- 
portant. 


Author and N.Y. Times editorialist, Mr. 
Duffus tells competently and with much 
charm of the years he lived—while attending 
Stanford—with Veblen, the author of The 
Theory of Business Enterprise, The Theory 
of the Leisure Class and other books on 
economic subjects which had great influence 
on the intellectuals and technocrats of later 
years. 

The reader will discover nothing important 
about Veblen. The book is more of an auto- 


biography of Duffus, who apparently had a 
good time writing about his college days and 
put a footnote or two—sometimes quietly 
humorous—on practically every page. 


75 
Is Germany Incurable? 

Rich, Brickner Lippincott, $3.00 
Joseph Roubik in America: “. . . a new ap- 
proach not only to a peace plan with Germany 
after the war is over but to a permanent peace 

. tries to analyze the problem from a med- 
ical point of view, and specifically from the 
standpoint of psychiatry, a field in which he 
is an authority... . 


“ . . @ very interesting style . . . deserves 


reading . . . aS an index of Germany’s desire 
to dominate... .” 
76 
Japan’s Military Masters 
Hillis Lory Viking, $2.50 
The Sign: “In 1926 ... Lory . . . a member of 


the faculty of Hokkaido Imperial University 
. became interested in that country’s rap- 

idly growing army and began a collection of 

military data. This book is the outcome. 

“A convincing case . . . for the efficiency 
and striking power of the Nipponese . . . mod- 
ern Spartans, ruthless, well-equipped, and de- 
voted to their cause to the point of fanati- 
cism.” 

77 
Jan Smuts 

F. S. Crafford Doubleday, $3.50 
Good biog. of So. African statesman 

The Commonweal: “. . . distinctly a political 
biography . . . a happy combination of an ab- 
sorbing subject and a good biographer .. . 
adds up to an unforgettable picture of a mod- 
ern statesman who prefers books and ideas and 
lonely walks for meditating and observing in- 
animate nature to _the warmer company of 
men.” 

78 
Jefferson, The Complete 

Saul K. Padover DSP, $5.00 
The Sign: “The importance of this book is 
in direct proportion to the importance of 
Jefferson as a founding father of our country. 
And Jefferson is important, important be- 
cause he carried through both the scholastic- 
democratic theory of ‘consent of the gov- 
erned’ as the root-base of all government, and 
the doctrine of man’s inalienable, God-given 
rights. Jefferson was the philosopher of the 
Declaration of Independence. . . . To men 
such as these do we owe our democracy. To 
the writings of these men must we go if we 
would find the foundation whereon our 
country was~ builded.” 


79 
Lend-Lease 
Edward Stettinius, Jr. 

Enlightening account. Rec. 
Sub-titled, Weapon for Victory, this book is 
comprehensive coverage of a most highly 
important phase of national history. If the 
author should become a Presidential candidate 
to succeed Mr. Roosevelt, his successful rec- 
ord as Lend-Lease Administrator will have a 
strong bearing on his success. He is the suc- 
cessor to Sumner Welles as Under-Secretary 
of State. 

Lend-Lease is. a. two-way proposition. Time 


Mac, $3.00 
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THESE PAGES INCLUDE TITLES NOT SHOWN ON THE CHARTS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


may prove that it was our salvation. Without 
an understanding of its inception and opera- 
tion one cannot understand the war. The 
author covers all phases. 


80 
The Life and Death of Little Jo 
Robert Bright DD, $2.00 


Good, sane novel—Mexican-American S.W. 


81 

Listen—It’s God’s Word 

Rev. Victor Hintgen OSV, $0.25 
Orate Fratres: “Father Hintgen has anticipated 
possible questions about God’s written word 
and here presents in a plain and popular style 
some of the answers concerning the Bible in 
general and the New Testament books in par- 
ticular.” 


82 
Mongrel Mettle 
Jesse Stuart Dutton, $2.50 
Autobiography of a Dog. We find 
no value. Mar., ’44. 


165 
The Mountain 

Alice Beal Parsons Dutton, Feb., ’44, $2.50 

Part autobiography. Study of People. Fair. 
Living on “the mountain” north of N. Y., the 
author—who calls herself an intellectual, and 
thinks she has a “world view”—philosophizes 
about her neighbors. On Sunday mornings “the 
church bells summoned simpler folks than us 
to church.” Although she talks of Christian 
culture, her misunderstanding of the subject 
seems profound. 

Many observations are thought-provoking, 
and the chapter on her experiences running for 
public office is very good, but stamps her as 
something of a nonentity. 


83 
My Life in China 
Hallett Abend H & B, $3.00 
Rather Confusing—M So 


Hartford Transcript: “... The author is far 
from complimentary to the American mission- 
aries in China. Of the Catholic missionaries he 
says little, save . . . to remark that the Church 
‘sends into the foreign field only finely edu- 
cated and carefully trained men.’ Of many 
Protestant missionaries fhe is outspokenly 
critical, denouncing them for being ‘narrow- 
minded, crudely educated,’ for meddling, for 
‘self-righteousness and a superiority complex.’ 
The spectacle of ‘widely varying and often 
mutually hostile brands of Protestant Chris- 
tianity,” the says, bewilders and amuses the 
Chinese. 

“ ~ > . Suggests that the missionaries confine 
themselves to medical and educational work. .. 

“  . . Just now one encounters many sug- 
gestions similar to Mr. Abend’s proposals that, 
for the sake of political concord, the Church 
speak and act as if it were sectarian, geograph- 
ically localized, and merely humanitarian.” 

N. Y. Times Book Review: “. . 


and exciting case history of his dramatic years 


. an ample. 


in the Far East. . . . A book which can well 
serve aS a manual in designing our eventual 
policy in Asia.” 


84 
No Longer Fugitive 
Ann Childester Scribner’s, $2.75 
Average only—HS—No—AWR 


Catholic World: “.. . the story of a big, 
sprawling, almost mythical Irish family, whose 
pioneering blood has run out with the grand- 
father, and of the favorite grandson who, not 
wanting to fight for what he considers a 
rotten cause, evades the draft and goes on a 
long ‘trek through the Southwest, only to find 
himself in the end. There is some very vigor- 
ous writing in the book, but the total effect 
is that of a formula or recipe; a family that 
has gone to seed, sex in all its aspects, young 
revolt, a long trek in search of reality, and a 
young Irish writer’s conception of what the 
Irish really are.” 


85 

Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep 

Ludwig Bemelmans Viking, ’44, $2.50 

Super-sophisticated novel. HS—No. 
AWR. B-o-t-M. 

An Ecuadorian of fabulous wealth and lax 
morals, although supposedly religious, is forced 
out of France by the war, lives for a time 
in a fantastic New York society — eventually 
reaching Ecuador, and death. 

Perhaps there are—or were —such people. 
Perhaps there is an allegory but we didn’t find 
it. “A reading experience” for the worldly- 
minded seeking the bizarre characters and situ- 
ations rather than edification. 


86 

One Humanity 

H. E. Kershner Putnam, $1.25 

Tragedy of Europe’s Starving Children 
—For All. 

Hartford Transcript: “.. . One of the most 
astonishing features of this whole war is the 
indifference of Americans to the tragedy of 
our slowly perishing kindred beyond the At- 
lantic. . . . What has happened to the chil- 
dren of Europe is here told soberly. . . . His 
method is to let the facts speak for them- 
selves, and that they do with tongues that are 
like irresistible swords. 

“Incredible folly! The United Nations seem 
blindly ‘bent on irretrievably ruining the 
morally good cause which was originally 
iim; 2” 

87 
Our Good Neighbor Hurdle 

John W. White Bruce, $2.50 
John O’Connor in the Brooklyn Tablet: “The 
author deals with the problem of Protestant 
proselytism in Central and South America, not 
as a religious problem, but as a political prob- 
lem. His interest is neither in advancing the 
progress of the Catholic Church in the Ameri- 
cas, nor in stultifying Protestant Missionary 
effort, but purely and simply in the patriotic 
effort of establishing a solid foundation for 
neighborly relations between ourselves and the 
people of the southern Americas.” 


88 
Our Young Folks 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher HB, $2.75 
Some good things but rather unconvincing to 
anyone valuing religious influence. 


89 
The Pope’s New Order * * 

Philip Hughes Mac, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . undoubtedly an important 
book, written with great clarity and fidelity of 
interpretation. ...” 


90 
Popular Freethought in America, 
1825-1850 

Albert Post Columbia, $3.00 
Francis Downing in Commonweal: ia 
pedestrian. . . . Nowhere is it rescued from 
dullness by incisiveness, interpretation, bril- 
liance or wit. 

“The materials of freethought are made 
up—as Mr. Post agrees—out of deism. Deism 
conceives the world as necessarily made of 
God . . . a God who is ‘too great to take 
a special thought for man: sacrifices, prayers, 
churches and tales of immortality were in- 
vented by rascally priests in order to domi- 
nate the foolish. Thus George Santayana 
describes the deism of his mother. 

“. , Frances Wright, that ‘bold blas- 
phemer and voluptuous preacher of licentious- 
ness,’ was an advocate of women’s rights, 
free marital union and birth control. She 
touched and spoiled the first workers’ po- 
litical party in America, . ... Yet from Mr. 
Post’s pages she comes with all the excite- 
ment of last winter’s fascinators.” 


“ 


91 

Prisoner of the Japs 
Gwen Dew Knopf, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . a swift history there . . . dyed 


in crimson-red and horror-white of human 
tragedy. . Dew was taken prisoner at 
bayonet end. . . . Her word-picture story of 
the siege and collapse of Hong Kong is like 
a thrilling movie highlighting the flare-like 
scenes of battle and defeat in a blacked-out 
city.” 
92 

A Professor at Large 

Stephen Duggan Mac, $3.50 
America: “. . . is bound to challenge the 
criticism of people who do not share the 
author’s optimistic internationalism, or hs 
particular national prejudices; . . . the careful 
reader will get the impression that the pro- 
fessor is quite conscious of most of these 
prejudices, and willing and able to defend 
them. 

“ .., with... a few reservations, everyone 
can relish the sweep and gusto of the Pro- 
fessor’s excursions into cultural world history.” 


; 93 
Red Raskall 
Clark McMeekin A-C, $2.50 
Not much merit : 
America: “...; The plot-.-, < is filled with 


inconsistencies and, in some sequences, #@b- 
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surdities; the characterizations for the most 
part are painfully superficial. . . . When meas- 
ured against the vigor and breath-taking ex- 
citement of a Captain Horatio Hornblower, 
it fades into mediocrity.” 


94 
Resistance and Reconstruction 
Chiang Kai-Shek Harper, $3.50 
Commonweal; “, . . collected speeches of the 
Chinese Generalissimo from 1937 to 1943, 
manifest unshakeable determination to resist 
Japan . . . gives every indication of a force- 
ful and orderly mind.” 


95 
Ride This Night 

Vilhelm Moberg D D, $2.50 
Commonweal: “, ..a Scandinavian novel 
posing the problem of resistance to oppres- 
sion. 

“The parallel between that humble Swed- 
ish village of the seventeenth century and 
the countries temporarily under the German 
heel in the twentieth is so striking that the 
author could not have produced his allegory 
without conscious design.” 


96 
Rise to Follow 
Albert Spalding Holt, $3.50 
Story of Musical Genius—Sat. 


The Commonweal: “. . . shares with Mozart 
the honor of being the only boy of fourteen 
to qualify for entrance in the Conservatory 
of Bologna. At sixteen . . . made his debut in 
Paris . . . London and Berlin had both ac- 
claimed Spalding long before his first concert 
in New York in 1908. Tours through Europe 
followed which provide amusing and vivid 
accounts of Imperial Russia, Holland and the 
Scandinavian kingdoms.” 


97 
Russia Fights 


James E. Brown Scribners, $2.50 


Commonweal: “Good as a lively study of an 
American’s personal reactions to everything 
from a convoy battle in the North Atlantic 
to life in modern Persia. Otherwise rather 
uninformative.” 

98 


Rusty Carrousel 


Francis Sylvin Dutton, $2.75 


Chicago Tribune: “If you are interested in 
New York’s school system, or the problems 
of unmarried love, you may like Rusty Car- 
rousel. This reviewer found the rust too 
prominent, the music out of tune, and the 
whole giddy merry go round rather unappetiz- 
ing. Even the writing of the unhappy tale is 
generally bad.” 
99 

Sacajawea of the Shoshones 

Della Gould Emmons Binfords and Mort, $2.50 
Recommended by John J. Hooyboer, Univ. 

of Portland 


History can be very dry. Pioneer days are 
often dusty and the people who make the 
trails are liable to be mere dated figures. Mrs. 
Emmons makes the Lewis and Clark expedi- 
tion (1804-1806) an affair of living men. With 
the famous woman scout, Sacajawea, as her 
focal personality, the author brings to life the 
Struggle for the West. Her characters live and 
Move. 

The relation between Indian tribes, the sec- 
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ond claim of the United States to the Oregon 
country, the intrigues of pioneer trading, the 
battle of man with the elements, the strength 
and the weakness of man—these and many 
more are set forth in a happy blending of his- 
tory and imagination. For those who wish to 
separate fiction from fact there is documentary 
evidence at the end of each chapter. 

Mrs. Emmons has lived in the country she 
writes about. She has studied the people who 
made that land and has made them live in 
a life story that will please mature minds 
and interest growing ones. 


100 
Science at War 

George W. Gray Harper, $3.00 
Technically good—Philosophically weak—FMS 
In describing the role played by science—giv- 
ing—so far as he is allowed in wartime—dis- 
cussions of the various implements in use, there 
are chapters on chemicals and medical sub- 
jects and a discussion of a new order brought 
about by science as the unifying factor. 

The book is marred by the author’s inclu- 
sion of oft-exploded stories of obstructions on 
the part of the Church. It is unfortunate that 
students of science refuse to use scientific 
methods in matters of this kind—and it is dif- 
ficult to understand how mature minds can be- 
lieve that science can take the place of moral- 
ity. With this exception, the book can be rec- 
ommended to informed readers. 


101 

The Senate and World Peace 

Kenneth Colegrove Vanguard, $2.00 
The Sign: “One of the most challenging ques- 
tions . . . the constitutional difficulty of treaty 
making . . . the President is empowered to 
negotiate treaties, but these treaties must be 
approved by two-thirds of the Senate . . . one 
third plus one can defeat the will of the 
majority. 

“.. . a problem that merits wide atten- 
tion and discussion.” 


102 

A Sense of Humus 

Bertha Damon S. & S., $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . an exhilarating, humorous 
account of the author’s life on a New Hamp- 
shire farm. Living so close to the soil, the 
author has acquired a ‘sense of humus.’ To 
have a sense of humus is to have an appre- 
ciation of the past, to realize that to discard 
the achievements and virtues slowly built up 
through long periods of human society and 
to attempt to live solely in this present is 
like throwing away humus and trying to 
exist in more or less inorganic hardpan.” 


103 
The Shadow and the Glory 


John Jennings R & H, $2.75 


Revolutionary War novel—fairly good— 
excessive profanity 
A fairly well written account of the psycholog- 
ical development of a sixteen year old boy 
wounded at Bunker Hill after having stolen 
away from home to join the Revolutionary 
forces. Upon recovery, he goes back to the 
army with reluctance—is captured and im- 
prisoned — finally deciding that freedom is 
something for which we must fight. A love 
story is interwoven. The book is marred by 
excessive profanity and vulgarity. 





104 

Shakespeare and the Nature of Man 

Theodore Spencer Macmillan, $2.75 
E.G.C. in Catholic World: “In his citations 
of Shakespearean passages to prove his 
theories, Professor Spencer makes a mistake 
against which every critic of fictional litera- 
ture should be on guard: that is, he fails to 
distinguish between what Shakespeare says 
and what some of his dramatic characters say. 
Certainly we must not imagine that Shakes- 
peare puts his own views about the nature 
of man into the mouths of some of his frailest, 
shallowest, even wickedest characters. 
Professor Spencer would, I feel sure, be quick 
to recognize the importance of this distinction 
between an author and his fictional. char- 
acters, but his failure to observe it in his 
discussion has cast a shadow over his care- 
fully wrought analyses.” 


105 

A Short History of the Chinese People 

L. C. Goodrich Harper, $2.50 
America: “The author rightly creates the im- 
pression that Chinese civilization has not been 
as static as many people judge it to be. Read- 
ers will be surprised to find out the many 
things we have taken for granted as originat- 
ing rather recently in the West that had their 
probable origin in China a thousand years ago. 
And our Wacs and Waves and feminine war- 
workers would be interested to know the 
‘modern’ Chinese girl played a mean game of 
polo (not side-saddle either) in the seventh 
and eighth centuries.” 


106 
The Signpost 

E. Arnot Robertson Mac, $2.50 
America: “The author . . . forgets too con- 
veniently that the standard of morality is an 
objective norm of human conduct. Our stand- 
ard of morality does not depend upon our 
whims and fancies or our likes or dislikes. To 
assert theoretically that we must have a stand- 
ard of morality that is permanent and binding 
on all and then practically to act in total dis- 
regard of it would hurl our civilization into a 
chaotic mess.” 

107 
“So You Want to Be a Chemist” 

Herbert Coith McGraw, $1.50 
Chicago Sunday Tribune: “The first thing he 
does is to give the applicant a frame of 
reference with which to measure the possibil- 
ities of industrial chemistry. 

“|. . a pleasant book. . . . The Beginner 
will be heartened, the professional will get a 
fresh glance, and heads of industries using 
chemists will find an excellent tool for their 
personnel relations.” 


108 

Sophie Halenczik, American 

Rose Feld Little, $2.00 
America: “The book is light and wholesome, 
except that the author touches on illegitimacy 
with ‘the genial composure of custom.’ In 
such things of life, you can’t have it both 
ways; else you become a sophisticated little 
girl who tries to be so casual about the sad 
wrong of illegitimacy that she makes a high 
point of it, incorrectly thinking that it is a 
literary source of daring, spice, sparkle and 
alarm.” 
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109 
Southwest Passage 

John Lardner Lippincott, $3.00 

America gets its war news from the news- 
papers. But the human side of the soldier’s 
life it hardly ever hears. 

If you have someone in the Southwest Pa- 
cific, you will enjoy reading how he lives 
there. 

“. . . the story of the life of the common 
soldier . . . pleasant humor combined with a 
penetrating insight into what the people at 
home wish most to hear about their boys... .” 
St. Mary’s, Kansas Wii1aM A, Burton 


110 
Spain 
Salvador de Madariaga CAP, $4.00 
Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . Accord- 


ing to him, the Spanish Civil War was neither 
a war of the rich against the poor, nor of Fas- 
cism against Communism, nor of rebels against 
loyalists . . . deeply deplores that the Spanish 
war became overladen by the extraneous inter- 
ests of non-Spaniards. The breach in the So- 
cialist party between the Spanish statesmen 
Prieto and Besteiro, and the allies of the Rus- 
sian Communists, Largo Caballero, Negrin, del 
Vayo, et al., to him designates the point on 
which the Spanish conflict was falsified and 
prolonged into a sideshow of the brewing 
European catastrophe .. .” 


111 

The Story of the Americas 

Leland DeWitt Baldwin S & S, $3.50 
Paul Kiniery in Commonweal: “. . . a one 
volume treatment of the discovery settlement 
and development of North and South Amer- 
ica . . . a book for the general reader .. . 
‘an attempt to paint an impressionistic pic- 
ture of the surging racial frontiers of the 
Western Hemisphere since the coming of the 
white man and the hesitant emergence of a 
concept’ of common interests.’ .. . 

“In this day of global concepts, the book 
will help to visualize the problems facing all 
of us in the Western world.” 


112 

Strange Fruit 

Lillian Smith RH, 2-29-44, $2.75 
Plotless novel of two races. Adult—penetrating 

—meritorious. 

An absorbing story depicting the emotions of 
whites and colored in a Southern town. Realis- 
tic—there are a few things that might have 
been omitted but there are more that should 
be pondered. Written with skill and under- 
standing. The problem must be faced. Recom- 
mended to adults. 


113 

Such Interesting People 

Robert J. Casey Bobbs, $3.00 

Highly amusing newspaperman’s stories. 

March, ’44. 

Your editor was once important enough to 
belong to a short-lived organization known as 
The Radio Press Club —of which the chief 


raconteur was Bob Casey — who tells in his 
book of almost everything else except his own 
experiences in advising the Middle-West on 
how to build radio sets. He is one of the few 
who is as easy to read as he is to listen to — 
and anyone who appreciates the bizarre, the 
ludicrous, and the fantastic, will love this 
book. 

The Sign: “Uproarious but never irrever- 
Giiass” 


114 
Sunburst 

Mauriello Magdaleno Viking, $2.50 

Hostile to Church but powerful. HS—No. 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “The misery 
of the destitute and ignorant Indians of rural 
Mexico is the theme of this angry and even 
savage novel. The author, a Mexican, is in- 
dignant . . . his story is really a tract in 
fictional dress. 

“Somewhat hostile to the Church, marked 
by a few ugly scenes of berserk passion, 
Sunburst is clumsy, but not without truth and 
power.” 

115 
Sword of Bone 
Anthony Rhodes Harcourt, $2.50 
Dunkirk—and before—SAT. 


The Commonweal: “. . . a young British 
officer entering France in September, 1939, 
leaving France via Dunkirk in May, 1940. 

“|, has a curious and moving tone. 

“The description of Dunkirk is about the 
best we have read. It is a magnificent ac- 
count.” 

116 
Tales of the Tatras * 

Kazimierz Przerwa-Tetmajer Roy, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “The author 
of these hearty folk stories one of 
Poland’s outstanding artists. . . . 

“The~Scene . . . the lofty and wild Car- 
pathians . . . significant, though brief, episodes 
in the lives of people who are deeply Christian 
but simple and not untouched by superstition. 

“The illustrations heighten the charm. . 
This altogether unusual ‘book will not be soon 
forgotten by anyone who comes under its 
spell.” 

117 
Target: Germany 

The Army Air Forces’ Official Story 

of the VIII Bomber Command’s 

First Year Over Europe 
The: Sign: “The story of how young Ameri- 
cans fight and die . . . firsthand reports. . 

“Tt costs $5,000,000 to build an airfield for 
fifty bombers. It takes 1,500,000 man-hours of 
labor to construct it. To launch a thousand- 
plane raid, fifty such fields are needed. And it 
requires some 10,000 men to fly the planes, 
some 60,000 specialists to launch the attack, 
and some 65,000 other men to keep these 
70,000 functioning.” 


118 


The Ten Commandments 


Ten Novelists S&S, $3.00 


Ten stories by “big names”—involving Hitler’s 
war against the moral code. Sat. for Adults. 





S&S, $2.00 © 


119 
There Was an Old Woman 
Ellery Queen Little, $2.00 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . a new high in creat- 
ing a wacky family for purposes of enter- 
tainment and mystery.” ? ? i, 


120 

They Shall Not Have Me 

Jean Helion Dutton, $3.00 
John A. O’Callaghan in America: “. . . tells 
of the two year imprisonment and successful 
flight of Jean Helion, French painter and sol- 
dier. 

“. . . an interesting and gripping story ... 
about men who have suffered and are suffering 
for what they fought to defend.” 


121 

They Who Wait 

Robert Guerlain Crowell, $2.00 
America: “Seldom can a reviewer check an au- 
thor’s statements. But French soldiers, who 
have escaped from Nazi military prisons, have 
begun to arrive on our shores. One of them, a 
priest, wore horrible scars to give credence to 
his story of the cruelties practised by the Ges- 
tapo . . . He writes to assure his readers that 
the captive French soldier, who once stood 
dazed and without hope behind a barbed-wire 
fence, has recovered his morale. 

“The author is sane, and does not attempt 
to indict an entire nation.” 


122 
This Is My Brother 
Louis Paul Crown, $2.00 
The Sign: “...a brief, fictional diary relating 


in superbly beautiful language the melodra- 
matic experiences of a group of American 
doughboys in a Japanese prison. 

“. . . powerful . . . aS propaganda. ... 
Not exaltation, but spiritual depression is the 
effect of reading... .” 


123 
Thoreau, Henry, Collected Poems 
Ed. by Carl Bode Packard, $3.00 
Catholic World: “. . . Bode has been at great 
pains to gather every metrical fragment left 
by the famous naturalist, but they are not 
very inspiring fragments. . . . Will be of in- 
terest only to a small group of Thoreau 
specialists.” 
124 
Thunderhead 
Mary O’ Hara Lippincott, $2.75 
Has Received General Approval 
Catholic World: “It is hard to describe the 
beauty and excitement of this novel, but it 
can be felt in every line. . . . The narrative 


is managed with skill and economy .. . never 
allowed to become dramatic... .” 
125 
Tomorrow is Forever 
Given Bristow Crowell, $2.50 


Rather shallow attempt to envisage the 
necessity for a belief in humanity— 
rather than anything higher. 
Kittredge — shattered in war—lets his wife 
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believe he was killed. She marries again. Kit- 
tredge, under an assumed name, becomes the 
family adviser —is recognized — but dies be- 
fore the secret is revealed. 

Some unlikable characters. Confused think- 
ing. Humanity foremost, rather than God. 


126 
Total Peace 

Ely Culbertson DD, $2.50 

Provocative—sloganesque—unpersuasive. 
The great bridge expert probably figured he 
had as much justification for writing a book 
on peace plans as anyone else. And, besides, 
he had a market, so why not? 

Culbertson is thinking of eleven regional 
federations, fused into a World Federation. 
Each major power would have its quota of 
military strength. He does not seem to be 
much aware of the moral order. 


127 
The Tragedies of Shakespeare 
Modern Lib., .95 

John S. Kennedy in the Hartford Transcript: 
“IT know of no edition with all the virtues of 
this one. The one-volume Oxford Shakespeare 
is cumbersome. The cheap, smaller, one-volume 
editions of all the plays are murderous to the 
vision. 

“One should have Shakespeare’s works ever 
at hand and this is an excellent form in which 
to have them.” 


128 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

Betty Smith Harper, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . : Although the family 
is a Catholic one, the author has a curious 
reticence about this, as though once having 
mentioned the fact, she must hurry on as if 
it did not exist. . . . The progress of the 
family from rags to riches could stand con- 
siderable blue pencilling.” 
America: “. .. full of vulgar terms, but for 
the recapturing of childhood impressions and 
hopes and dreams, there has been little better 
in recent years.” 


129 
Tuberculosis—it Comes and Goes 

E. W. Hayes, M. D. Hayes, $1.50 
The author is conected with several institutions 
in California—among others Medical Director 
of Maryknoll Sisters Sanatorium. The book, 
he says, was written primarily for his patients 
and friends . . . to give a general idea of the 
cause and nature ... and a correct idea of 
the treatment of tuberculosis. 

He believes that cooperation is the most po- 
tent factor, and that the more the physician 
takes the patient into his confidence the more 
gratifying the results. 


130 

Twentieth Century Philosophy 

Ed. by Dagobert D. Runes Philo. Lib., $5.00 
The Sign: “. . . a presentation of the divergent 
and conflicting principles and schools that 
dominate the field of contemporary philosophy 

. not an exhaustive exposition but it does 
Succeed in giving the gist of the thought of 
. . will serve as 
an excellent summary of and ready reference 
on present-day speculative thought.” 


‘cated . . 
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131 
Under the Bridge 

Ferris Greenslet HM, $3.00 
Publisher's Weekly: “. . . Greenslet, who for 
most of this century has been moulding the 
Houghton Mifflin list, gives a pleasant picture 
of the development of a catholic literary taste 
and rare publishing discernment. 

“. . . The discussion of the effect of the 
Boston censorship on Boston prestige in pub- 
lishing should ‘be thoughtfully read by those 
who aided or tolerated the activities of the 
New England Watch and Ward Society and 
the Boston Police Department. ‘Just how the 
town that had been for a century and a half 
the home of independent thought and free 
speech became the scene of the stiffest censor- 
ship of books is for the psychoanalysts to 
determine,’ writes Mr. Greenslet. ‘Books were 
banned and not burnt, but the effect on the 
morale of the Boston book trade was as bad.’ ” 


132 

The United States 

E. A. Benians Mac, $1.25 
Francis Downing in Commonweal: “. . . calls 
his book an historical sketch. It is precisely 
this . . . designed for a British audience as 
part of an effort toward ‘mutual knowledge 
and understanding.’ 

“. . . nothing in it that would keep it as 
the exclusive reading of a British audience 

. it is perfectly clear that too many of us 
are unaware of our own history. And any 
source is not to be scorned that can increase 
our knowledge of ourselves. 

“.. . errors and omissions . . . are manifest 
to more than the merely querulous.” 


133 

Urban Planning and Public Opinion 

M. C. Branch, Jr. Princeton, $0.50 
Land and Freedom: “Social theorists dearly 
love to believe that their views reflect the 
‘true, if vague, desires of the people. The 
scientifically conducted public poll is often the 
nemesis of these fond self-delusionists. . . . 

“. . according to the poll, the vast ma- 
jority of city dwellers regard their living con- 
ditions with relative satisfaction; such satis- 
faction being almost as prevalent among the 
poor as among the wealthy.” 


134 
The Vatican and the War 


Camille Cianfarra Dutton, $3.00 
Very fine report by highly competent and 
sympathetic N. Y. Times correspondent — 
educated in Italy. Recommended to Public and 


Parish Libraries. Reviewed. 


135 
Victoria Grandolet 

Henry Bellamann S&S, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.. . an elabo- 
rately devised and painstakingly manipulated 
device for getting nowhere at all . . . compli- 
. elusive . . . the reader becomes 
bewildered reaching at straws. 

“Victoria is the adopted child of a poor 
New England parson . . . she marries Niles 
Grandolet and comes to his seventy-room 
Louisiana mansion, White Cloud. The tor- 
tuous, shadowed family history of the Grando- 
lets absorbs her. She begins to act a theatrical 
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role. . . . Her marriage fails, through her own 
fault. She wrecks the marriage of her school- 
mate . . . has an abortive affair with a doctor. 
Rejected by the place and the family she has 
sought to dominate and reduce to a setting 
for herself, she crashes to her doom.” 

The Inside Story, Chicago: “Recommended.” 


136 
The Wake of the Prairie Schooner 
Irene D. Paden Mac, $3.00 
New York Times Book Review: “Mrs. Paden, 
to be blunt about it, suffers from that occu- 
pational disease common to research historians, 
a lack of perspective. She gives us too much 
. and too little; . . . too many wagon ruts 
and too many graves, too many quotations 
from too many diaries. And, conversely, . . . 
too little history of the trail as a whole and 
what ‘there is is disjointed and at times open 
to question.” 
137 
Walt Whitman 
Henry Seidel Canby H M, $3.75 
For Mature Students of Literature. 


This penetrating study by one of the editors 
of the Saturday Review of Literature will be 
found interesting to students of a great liter- 
ary genius. 
138 
The War for Man’s Soul 
Ernest Jackh 
Rec. to Mature Readers 


George N. Shuster in The Saturday Review: 
“To Dr. Jackh, Hitler is . . . a demigod of 
evil . . . in the sense that he seeks to re- 
fashion the soul after his own likeness. 

“Tt still seems to us incredible that the 
issue can really be between good and evil. 
Perhaps one must have lived under the terror, 
as Jackh, to realize what it means. 

“ . . How shall one overcome Nazism? 
Jackh has an old-fashioned belief in Provi- 
dence. President Roosevelt is the predestined 
antithesis to Hitler. Under the leadership of 
the American President, there began to be 
obvious in the world of affairs a program, 
a policy, bearing a spiritual stamp radically 
different from Hitler’s. It is now imperative 
that this program and this policy be carried 
through to the end. 

“... I think this book may be termed an 
honest, heart-warming profession of faith, even 
as it is a commentary on the well-nigh mortal 
disease of our time.” 


F & R, $2.50 


139 

Washington: The Cinderella City 

William O. Stevens Dodd, $3.00 
Favorable for all—and highly interesting. 
America: “Let no one suspect this book of 
being even second cousin to a dull Washington 
guide or standard historical text . . . a flavor- 
some and thoroughly enjoyable biography of 
our now resplendent and thriving capital. 

“". .@ compendium of human-interest odds 
and ends written up in sprightly style.” 


140 


We Followed Our Hearts to Hollywood 
Emily Kimbrough Dodd, $2.50 


The Sign: “. .. When next the author, and 


her heart, decide to set the reading public 
aglow, let us hope the result will be either 
intelligently adult or entertainingly humorous. 
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Her present effort is merely an unsatisfactory 
substitute for both.” 


141 

Western Star 

Stephen Vincent Benet F & R, $2.00 

Many readers are not entranced by narra- 
tive poetry, but Benet has a touch which 
makes history come alive. (This symphony in 
verse is the first part of what was to have 
been a poem covering the early stirrings in 
New World democracy and the westward 
migrations. Death left it unfinished.) 


142 


What Men Live By 

Leo Tolstoy Pantheon, $2.50 
The Commonweal: ‘ . simple stories that 
say man can only live by love of God... 
have been published in every language again 
and again. Tolstoy’s voice is for men who 
are lonely and who do not know why they 
live or how they live or how they can live 
or how they can support the misery of living.” 


143 

What Russia Wants 

Joachim Joesten DS & P, $2.50 

Interesting Current Events. 

Chicago Tribune: “Joesten’s view of German- 
Russian relations in the future is unusual. He 
avers that Stalin does not want a communistic 
Germany because the Germans are masters of 
organization and as Commies might be able to 
run the show in both countries. 

“Joesten says he is neither a Communist nor 
an enemy of bolshevism, but at no point does 
he display any lack of sympathy with Russia.” 


144 
Whence Victory? 

Mary Brabson Littleton Scapular P., $2.00 
Lloyd W. Teske in Ave Maria: “. . . Those, 
who tend to minimize divine intervention 
in the affairs of men would not be convinced 
of God’s decisive role in victory by the argu- 
ments set forth. . . . The author proves too 
much and so proves nothing . . . sidesteps 
objections and difficulties . . . which might 
militate against her thesis. 

. the book . . . is poorly organized, 
rambling, and repetitious.” 


145 
White Fire 
E. J. Edwards Bruce, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . the 


author has the makings of a novelist but has 
not yet reached anything like full stature. . 
gets a lot of feeling into his stories and evi- 
dences insight into the human heart.” 


146 
White Shore of Olinda 

Sylvia Leao Vanguard, $2.50 
Lulu Vargas Vila in Commonweal: “A human 
story beautifully told . . . the work of a 
Brazilian about her own people . . . nothing 
regionalistic about it. . . .” 

“. . . beauty in the pattern and in the tell- 
ing . . . beauty in the underlying philosophy. 
The background is of biblical simplicity; pov- 
erty redeemed by the quality of man’s 
| RR 


147 

The World of Yesterday 

Stefan Zweig Viking, $3.00 
Commonweal: “. . . Zweig was a man of 
the ‘World of yesterday.’ He was afraid 
of life. He had grown up in a world of 
security, the son of a Jewish Viennese mil- 
lionaire whose wealth had given him an in- 


_ dependent existence, even before he earned 


money with his best sellers. He loved the 
world of estheticism, of refinement, of a tra- 
ditional culture. 

“. . . Zweig and his wife died by their 
own hands. . How was this possible? 
This book gives an answer.” 


148 

The Wright Brothers 
Fred C. Kelly 

Interesting aircraft information. 
The Sign: “. . . in large part a simple, and 
oftentimes, bald relation of aircraft facts and 
history . . . much that is informative, much 
that will interest.” 


Harcourt, $3.50 


149 

Yours for Tomorrow 

Helen Hill Miller F & R, $2.00 

Rather superficial dogmatizing about 
“personal freedom.” 

Mrs. Miller, Executive Director of the Nation- 
al Policy Committee, wrote this “testament of 
the fight for freedom carried on under chang- 
ing and varying circumstances over three cen- 
turies” so that her sons might know of their 
heritage. “The issue of our time,” she says, “is 
to make room for the economic revolution as 
part of our society”—a very superficial view, 
we should say. 

She seems to suffer from confusion and dis- 
content—a sort of fatuous disdain for both 
past and present, and a lack of focus. 


* w * 
The Tremendous Hitler 
150 


Der Fuehrer 
Konrad Heiden H-M.., $3.00 


By Staff member John J. O’Connor— 
now in Government service. 
In this February Book-of-the-Month 
Club selection, Mr. Heiden tries to an- 
swer two questions: what sort of people 
were they who were capable of commit- 
ting the most revolting crimes; and 
(even more urgently) what sort of peo- 
ple were capable of submitting to them? 
The book is therefore both a biography 
of Hitler, up to the time when the blood 
purge gave him absolute mastery of his 
party and of Germany, and a brilliant, 
moving chronicle of those chaotic post- 
war years when great masses of people, 
not only in Germany but in other coun- 
tries as well, lost faith in God and in 
themselves. 

Hitler is portrayed as a torn person- 
ality. Long reaches of his soul are in- 


significant, colored by no noteworthy 
qualities of intellect or will; but there 
are corners supercharged with strength. 
It is this association of inferiority and 
strength, a lamentable physical appear- 
ance coupled with a mighty voice, that 
makes Hitler’s complex personality so 
strange and fascinating. The Austrian 
adventurer, who was accustomed to 
sleqp on park benches, became one of 
the most tremendous phenomena _ in 
wotld history. 

Yet Mr. Heiden correctly points out 
that to regard Hitler merely as a great 
adventurer, or a great demagogue, 
would be to underestimate his signifi- 
cance. Hitler is something much more 
basic. In his qualities, in his destiny, 
and in his acts he is an image, a prod- 
uct, and an executant of a social revolu- 
tion that has spread in great waves 
throughout the globe. This revolution is 
characterized by a new class of armed, 
ruthless, propertyless intellectuals to 
whom war is home and civil war father- 
land. This new social type has a differ- 
ent face in every country; but in the 
lands of Europe, broken by the First 
World War, his commonplace face is 
always topped by a soldier’s cap. 

In addition to -Hitler and his Nazi 
hordes there is still a third factor that 
is essential to a proper understanding of 
our era. Behind the figures of Hitler, 
Roehm, Rosenberg, Hess, Goring and 
Goebbels, we must see a sick Europe, 
creating, feeding, and maturing the dia- 
bolical Nazi growth. 

“The real degradation began,” Mr. 
Heiden writes, “when people realized 
that they were in league with the Devil, 
but felt that even the Devil was prefer- 
able to the emptiness of an existence 
which lacked a larger significance. The 
problem today is to give that larger 
significance and dignity to a life that 
has been dwarfed by a world of ma- 
terial things. Until that problem is 
solved, the annihilation of Naziism will 
be no more than the removal of one 
symptom of the world’s unrest.” 

Mr. Heiden’s profound and revealing 
narrative will shock and horrify most 
readers. But it is well to know the sort 
of jungle world we now live in, the real 
meaning of the National Socialist revo- 
lution, why this war must be prosecuted 
vigorously, and what we Christians are 
up against in our feeble and _half- 
hearted efforts to achieve the Kingdom 
of God on earth. 











1zi 
at 


er, 
nd 
pe, 


Ar. 
ed 
vil, 
er- 


‘he 
yer 
hat 
1a- 

is 
vill 
yne 


ing 
ost 
ort 
eal 
vo- 
ted 
are 
alf- 
om 











March, 1944 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 





LATE ARRIVALS 


151 
Captain Ebony 
H. Cochran BM, $2.75 
Slave-trade novel—rather coarse. 
152 
Corner of Heaven 
Kathleen Norris D D, $2.00 


Unobjectionable novel—no great merit. 


153 
Der Fuehrer 
Konrad Heiden HM Feb. ’44, $3.00 


B-o-t-M Club. Recommended study of 
Hitler’s rise. 


154 
The Golden Serpent 
Ciro Alegria F & R, $2.00 
Anti-clerical sniping prevents Rec. 
155 
Leaves from an Old Washington Diary 
L. L. Wood Dutton, $2.50 
America says “Worth Reading.” 
156 
Lightning in the Sky 
C. Mann McB, $2.75 
Doolittle hero story—Favorable. 
157 
Ride On, Stranger 
Kylie Tennant Mac, $2.75 


Australian tale—C ynical—Prejudiced. 


158 
Visitor, The 
Randau and Zugsmith Random, $2.00 


Masterly, Suspenseful Novel—Mystery. 


159 
What To Do With Germany 


Louis Nizer Ziff-Davis, $2.50 


America: “.. . the book is a delight for the 
legal-minded and is possibly the first serious 
attempt to analyze the juridical problems 
involved in taming and rehabilitating the 
mischief-makers of the world.” 


160 
Who’s Who, The American Catholic 
Romig, $6.50 
Vol. 5, labelled 1942-43 has just appeared. 
Judging from the cities I know best the names 
must have been selected—in part, at least— 
by some grab-bag method—sometimes with a 
peculiar regard for relative importance—and 
with an absence of any explanation of how 
the names were selected. 


161 
The Wide Net 
E. Welty H B, $2.50 
Eight stories of unimportant characters. 
162 
Winter Wheat 
Mildred Walker HB, $2.50 


Unobjectionable Adult Novel— 
Good Characterizations. 
The author shows understanding in this rather 
well-constructed story of a ranch girl of the 
Montana wheat country. After many troublous 
times—in her hard work on the land—her 
time in school and in teaching—in un- 
Trequited love —she finally comes to under- 
Stand the deeper things of life. God and prayer 
seemed to be unknown until she discovered 


them for herself. The general character is 
wholesome. 

John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘“Competent- 
ly written, this fairly skillful reworking of 
unoriginal materials has a genuine poignancy 
and a smattering of wisdom . . . slightly above 
average novel.” 

163 


You and Your Congress 
Volta Torrey Morrow, Feb., 44, $3.00 


Good material for debaters. Rec. to all. 
Inscribed over the entrance to Nebraska’s 
Statehouse are these words: 

“The salvation of the State is 
Watchfulness in the Citizen.’ 

The author has been writing about politics 
and politicians for many years. He frankly 
admits that this book is propaganda for better 
Congressmen, and for reform of the electoral 
system. He shows that at present the votes of 
some citizens are worth eight times those of 
others—that it is almost impossible to get 
treaties approved, one Senator’s vote against 
being equal to two for. 

He names plenty of names—uncovers much 
chicanery—and provides a book with a lot of 
good material for debaters on this subject. 


* x 


‘*So Little Time ’”’ 


When we sent out our advance ap- 
praisal to Book-of-the-Month Club 
members on Marquand’s novel we em- 
phasized its meaningless and insignifi- 
cant characters. And for so doing, it 
was pointed out by some that we didn’t 
get the point. A great editor has since 
read the book—James M. Gillis—and 
here are a few of his comments; as 
quoted in the New World, Chicago: 

“This modern novel is as fatalistic as 
any piece of oriental literature. There is 
no free will in man, he makes no strug- 
gle when caught ‘in the fell clutch of 
circumstance,’ the impression is con- 
veyed that it would be futile for man 
to battle against his temptations. .. . 

“Things happen because they happen. 
One implies from the author’s serene 
objectivity that diplomats and war-lords 
are no more to blame for the war than 
Jeffrey is to blame for his liaison with 
Marianna, the actress. He drops the 
liaison and returns to his wife not be- 
cause of conscientious scruples or as the 
result of a moral struggle, but because 
events dictate that it shall be so. 

“T once knew a man who said, ‘I am 
not opposed to religion; I am simply 
non-religious.’ Every character in So 
Little Time could say just that. They 
don’t say it because they don’t even ad- 
vert to it. They live and move and have 
their being in a world wherein religion 
is not referred to and not even thought 
of. 
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At the end of the book, the chief 
character, for reasons unknown, drops 
into St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Comment- 
ing on this happening, Isabel Patterson, 
in the N. Y. Herald-Tribune remarks, 

“Christianity is an intellectual sys- 
tem, and its philosophy formed the 
framework of Western civilization. 

“Modern education is a continuous 
process of suppression of thought by its 
insistence on ‘socializing’ its victims. 
They learn nothing but to go with the 
crowd. Just get in a huddle, that’s all. 
So Little Time* is a group portrait of 
people in a huddle, wondering what for.” 
*Little, Brown, $2.75 

* * * 


164 
Where’s the Money Coming 
From ?* 
Feb., 44 

Stuart Chase 20th Cent., $1.00 
England still owes part of its Napo- 
leonic debt. Somewhat Socialist-minded 
Stuart Chase sees “no compelling reason 
why an internal debt should be paid off 
completely.” 

He is a skilled lecturer with a per- 
suasive style and a way of making eco- 
nomic problems look simple. Anyone in- 
terested in money—and who shouldn’t 
be?—-will find a lot of things to argue 
about in this book. 

Money, he says, is numbers on a 
ledger. If we look at it that way, per- 
haps by the time we master the use of 
ration tickets we will be able to under- 
stand more about money. 

We have heard of the things that 
could be done if only the money could 
be provided. Nothing, says Chase, that 
is physically possible can now be con- 
sidered financially impossible. While 
people continue thinking of money as 
gold, they will not be able to see how 
the unemployed can be put to work. We 
need new concepts, since “the validity 
of money rests on production,” and 
money is no good unless working. 

During the past ten years it would ap- 
pear that knowledge and understanding 
of what money can do have advanced 
faster than any of the other allied sci- 
ences. 

There is a large pre-war dollar’s 
worth in this 179-page book published 
by the 20th Century Fund. 


* * * 
Note: The Cumulative list in this 


issue includes Titles not previously 
mentioned. 
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A Splendid Book 


—says a contributing Editor 


14 
Persons and Places 


George Santayana Scribner’s, $2.50 

Background of Author’s life. FMS. 

Reviewed by Contributing Editor 

J. M. Lelen. 

Santayana now in his 81st year is these 
days a refugee in a convent of nuns in 
Rome. How he succeeded in sending his 
manuscript to the publisher is supposed 
to be “a well guarded military secret.” 
We are convinced that it is nothing of 
the kind. Persons and Places was writ- 
ten long, long ago, perhaps during San- 
tayana’s Harvard days, certainly before 
the beginning of this war. It has not a 
word reflecting the spirit of the present 
upheaval. 

On the other hand there are passages 
denoting a sort of skepticism alien to 
him today, and innuendoes on morality 
which have been out of Santayana’s 
mind for a long time. As early as June, 
1935, writing to me from his villa in 
Cortina in Italy, he said that he then 
abhorred those rash notions of his 
youth. He always was a vehement oppo- 
nent of Protestantism. In a letter to 
William James in 1900 here is what he 
whispers: “You tax me with imperti- 
nence and superior airs. I wonder if 
you realize the years of suppressed irri- 
tation which I have passed in the midst 
of an unintelligent, sanctimonious and 
often disingenuous Protestantism which 
is thoroughly alien and repulsive to me.” 
In the third volume of The Life of 
Reason (Scribner’s, 1906, pp. 155 ff.) 
here is what we read: 

“Taken externally Protestantism 
is, of course, a form of Christian- 
ity; it retains the Bible and a more 
or less copious selection of patristic 
doctrines. ‘But in its spirit and in- 
ward inspiration it is something 
quite as independent of Judea as 
of Rome. It is simply the natural 
religion of the Teutons raising its 
head above the flood of Roman and 
Judean influences. The underlying 
Teutonic religion, which we must 
call Protestantism for lack of a 
better name, is anterior to Chris- 
tianity. To identify it with the Gos- 
pel may have seemed possible so 
long as in opposition to pagan 
Christianity, the Teutonic spirit 


’ 


could appeal to the Gospel for 
support. The Gospel has indeed 
nothing pagan about it, but it has 
also nothing Teutonic; and the 
momentary alliance of two such 
disparate forces must naturally 
cease with the removal of the com- 
mon enemy which alone united 
them. The Gospel is unworldly; it 
regards prosperity as a danger, 
earthly ties as a burden; it revels 
in miracles; it is democratic and 
antinomian; it loves contemplation, 
poverty and solitude; it meets sin- 
ners with sympathy and heartfelt 
forgiveness, but Pharisees and Puri- 
tans with bitter scorn. Protestant- 
ism is the exact opposite of all this. 
It is convinced of the importance 
of success and prosperity; it abom- 
inates what is disreputable; con- 
templation seems to it idleness, 
solitude selfishness, and poverty a 
sort of dishonorable punishment.” 


To quote is to cut. Read the whole 
passage in the volume which I have 
mentioned: it is a classic which will 
help you to understand Persons and 
Places. 

True, in his Soliloquies in England 
Santayana laments that Catholicism has 
become for him “a theoretic pose, a 
vista for the imagination.” His environ- 
ment was dangerously hostile to him. 
Nonetheless we may say of him what 
was said of Newman: He never sinned 
against the light. The man is humble, 
and that is what will save him. “Span- 
ish dignity in humility” is his char- 
acteristic. 

But now to the book. It is the soul 
of a man laid bare. Never have I read 
anything so simple and so splendid. 
It is sincerity itself. It is a perfect work 
of art. Since you have already decided 
to read it, it is needless for me to com- 
ment on it. I assume that you are of 
age and fairly well instructed in your 
Faith. If not, the book is not for you. 
I specially recommend the chapter titled 
“The Church of the Immaculate Con- 
ception”; the pages on “My Father,” 
on “My Mother,” on “The Latin 
School,” on “The Harvard Yard,” and 
“On College Friends” and “College 
Studies”; it is here that lovers of son- 


nets will find the genesis of Santayana’s 
famous poem on “Faith”: 


“O world, thou choosest not the better 
part ; 
It is not wisdom to be only wise, 
And on the inward vision close the 
eyes, 
But it is wisdom to believe the heart.” 


Persons and Places covers only the 
early years of Santayana’s life, from 
his birth and baptism in Madrid to his 
resignation from Harvard. The last line 
of the book, “The curtain drops here 
to rise presently on other scenes,” con- 
clusively shows that we have here the 
first installment of a work finished long 
ago. 

* * * 
o 
Girls 
15 
Girls at Work in Aviation 

Dick Meyer DD, $2.50 
Despite continuous reports in the daily 
press, few people actually realize the 
extent to which young women are con- 
tributing to the war in the air. Accord- 
ing to government estimates it is ex- 
pected that by April next girls will 
consitute more than half of all aviation 
workers—or nearly one and one-quarter 
millions. 

We have been accustomed to stew- 
ardesses for years, and ticket sales- 
women have become commonplace. We 
know that girls have been doing hun- 
dreds of jobs in the factories. This book 
describes their work as meteorologists, 
draftsmen, welders, riveters, and what 
not else—and it also has hundreds of 
illustrations, but, much more interest- 
ing is the story of the flying itself. 

The ferry pilots (WAFS), when this 
service was instituted were required to 
hold a commercial pilot’s license and to 
have had over 500 hours in the air to 
be enlisted. ““There’s no glamour in the 
business,” and it is only by much hard 
work that successful pilots are made. 

Women have an instinct for teaching, 
but I was surprised to learn that even 
the Clipper pilots receive their Link- 
training exclusively from women. The 
Link trainer is a small plane, anchored 
to the ground, but capable of turning 
in all directions. In it, the recruits must 
learn to depend entirely on instruments, 
as they can see nothing else. The au- 
thor explains it so clearly you would 
think you were taking the training 
yourself. 
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O’FAOLAIN 
6 


An Irish Journey 

Sean O’ Faolain Longmans, $3.50 

Highly Rec. to Adults 

John S. Kennedy in Transcript: “... 
proves anew that there are few writers 
now using the English language who 
can match Sean O’Faolain’s sharpness 
of mind and of eye and brilliance of 
style. The cleanness, the suppleness, the 
sheen of his prose is enough to make 
the rest of us weep in envy. 

“ .. O’Faolain . . . spent his youth 
in Cork; he was for a time a school- 
master in the west country; he put in 
an undefined season as a commercial 
traveler; he now lives in Dublin. He 
knows Irish literature and Irish history, 
ancient and modern . . . when he set out 
to gather materials for a book which 
would be as much an examination of 
the Irish conscience as a travelogue, 
he had background aplenty for perspec- 
tive and understanding. 

“There is nothing sentimental about 
the author’s Irish journey. There isn’t 
a tear, a sob, or a wistful smile in all 
its 308 pages. . . . There is no offense 
in Mr. O’Faolain’s observations on 
much in present-day Ireland; a people 
needs auto-criticism. The very cool 
gentleman colors and grows angry when 
he tells of the bigotry in Ulster. He lays 
the blame for this right where it be- 
longs: with Britain. ‘Britain supports 
the whole structure, morally and finan- 
cially, and until she clears up the dirty 
mess she has made here, the Six Coun- 
ties will remain one of her shameful 
failures.’ 

“No book on Ireland would be com- 
plete without humorous stories, and Mr. 
0’Faolain provides not a few. 

“There are many reasons for which 
this book should be read and read 
slowly. Not the least of these is its 
ttuly glorious writing.” 

¥ * * 


Fine Adult Novel 


7 
Against This Rock 
Louis Zara C.A., $2.75 
Reviewed by J. Manuel Espinosa, 
Loyola University, Chicago 
‘Upon this rock—the peace of Europe— 
[hoped to build my kingdom; against 
his rock I broke my staff and spilled 
ity blood.”” Thus spoke Emperor Charles 
Vat the end of his long struggle four 
‘tturies ago. This historical novel is 


the story of Spain’s great Emperor 
Charles V, whose life span covered 
the critical first half of the sixteenth 
century. It is one of the finest works 
of fiction that has appeared in English 
on that period for some time. Histori- 
cally sound, it is written with a serenity 
of judgment and a breadth of factual 
appreciation which is a delight to read 
in these days of jumbled perspective. 
The character portrayals of Charles V, 
Francis I, Henry VIII, Juana la Loca, 
and Martin Luther are magnificent. The 
author has caught the spirit of the 
times. 


Character Studies Excel 


The work is primarily a character 
study of Charles V, and the scene the 
one in which Charles moved: the con- 
tinent of Europe and the Mediterra- 
nean area, in the century when Spain 
dominated the affairs of that vast the- 
ater. From this approach, the overseas 
empire of Spain, and its relation to 
continental problems, is disproportion- 
ately neglected. Of the important char- 
acters who only casually enter the 
story, the portrayal of Ferdinand, the 
husband of Isabella, is weak; this is 
perhaps unavoidable, as he still awaits 
a critical biographer. However, Zara is 
at his best in his character studies. His 
beautiful descriptions are often unreal; 
they could apply to almost any beauti- 
ful fairy book setting, and do not pro- 
ject the distinct spiritual and sensatory 
reactions of different lands and different 
places. Some readers of puritanical sen- 
sibilities might object to the passages, 
though always in good taste, which de- 
scribe the love affairs of Charles, and 
the attitude of Francis and Henry 
toward women. It is a book for adult 
readers. It should be emphasized, how- 
ever, that obscenity and lewdness such 
as is to be found in many so-called 
“best-sellers,” like Hemingway’s For 
Whom the Bell Tolls, is entirely absent. 


Definitely Valuable—Timely 


Against This Rock should be in every 
college library. It is definitely a book 
worth reading. And it is as timely as 
the daily newspapers. If you are look- 
ing for both fascinating and profitable 
reading, this fine novel cannot be too 
highly recommended. 

* * * 


“Your publication is a delightful 
and most helpful work . . .” 
—A New Jersey School Supervisor 
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By Paul Kiniery 
8 
New Zealand 
Walter Nash D,S & P, $3.50 


Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., Ad- 
visory Board Member—President 
of the Carroll Forum, Chicago. 

As a sub-heading this volume has the 
phrase, “A Working Democracy.” Since 
the book was written by the Minister 
from New Zealand to the U. S., and 
since Walter Nash has been active in 
the New Zealand Labour Party since 
1919, his pronouncements carry weight. 
Most of us wonder as to just how social- 
istic New Zealand actually is, and we 
wonder as to whether socialism and 
communism mean the same thing in 
that little nation, now so prominent in 
world affairs. In answer to such ques- 
tions, we have these plain statements 
from Mr. Nash: “The Labour Party in 
New Zealand |believes| that the first 
charge on a nation’s wealth should be 
the care of the old because they have 
worked in their earlier and fruitful 
years to make it possible for us to enjoy 
the standards we enjoy today . . . that 
those who render useful services are en- 
titled to the full fruits of their labor . . . 
that our resources must be organized as 
to ensure the maximum production of 
useful goods . . . that it will take col- 
lective planning to make the best of our 

resources .. .” (pp. 62-63). 
Subsequently in the book, he states: 
“Tt is this totalitarian philosophy which 
we seek to banish forever from the earth, 
this philosophy which holds in contempt 
all the institutions and virtues which 
free people have been taught to preserve 
and respect”’ (p. 194). Again, he writes: 
“T am a socialist in the sense that I be- 
lieve a major responsibility of Govern-’ 
ment is to provide collectively for the 
economic welfare and security of the in- 
dividual. But I am conservative in the 
sense that I look upon the family as the 
foundation of the nation” (p. 265). 
Against the background of these be- 
liefs, Mr. Nash presents a full and 
easily grasped account of what New 
Zealand has done for her people, and 
what she is now doing in connection 
with the war. As an introduction to the 
study of a very interesting nation, 
known for its social experiments, this 
book may very definitely be recom- 
mended to all classes of readers. 
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Peace Plans 
9 
Peace and Reconstruction 

Michael O'Shaughnessy Harper, $2.00 
In this small volume, Mr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy, an informed Catholic business- 
man, undertakes the task of formulat- 
ing a practical program for national, 
hemispheric, and world peace, based 
upon a reconstruction of the social or- 
der in accordance with the teachings 
of the Church. The author, in accom- 
plishing his purpose, is at his best in 
his consideration of the relevant papal 
encyclicals and letters of the American 
hierarchy. In his attempt to make prac- 
tical application of the principles 
enunciated in these documents, he nec- 
essarily enters a field of less certainty, 
and it is to be expected that some of 
his factual deductions and tentative 
conclusions in respect of ways and 
means will not be accepted by all read- 
ers. Pleading his cause with an inspir- 
ing zeal, the writer, like a true advo- 
cate, adopts an attitude and approach 
which is openly partisan. 

Those, particularly, who have won- 
dered how the “Vocational Group” idea 
can be made a working reality in this 
country should read this book. This 
should result in many “letters to the 
editor,” either in enthusiastic agreement 
or violent disagreement with the au- 
thor. We suspect that Mr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy will not consider such stimulated 
mental activity on the part of his read- 
ers an unwelcome or unexpected con- 
sequence of his efforts. 

—Tuomas A. REYNOLDS 


Chicago 
It’s a book that faces post-war prob- 
lems sanely and squarely and solves 
them in like manner. 
—ROoBERT DEMEYER 


St. Marys, Kans. 
Editor’s. Note: We are inclined to be- 
lieve that the majority of American 
business and professional men would 
agree with Attorney Reynolds—if they 
were to read this book—which we fear 
they will not do. 

Why? Well, here is a paragraph from 
the book which may give a clue. 


“One of the great paradoxes of 
the twentieth century is that, while 
the people have to a great extent 
lost their respect for the law, they 
show a tragic reliance on legisla- 
tion to solve all of their problems. 


The reason for this, of course, is 
the refusal of the great mass of the 
people to assume and discharge 
their civic, social and moral re- 
sponsibilities as men, citizens and 
members of society.” 

If our observations are correct the 
reason the responsibilities mentioned 
are not discharged is because they are 
not recognized. The great majority of 
business men, Catholic or otherwise, 
will never hear of this book, because 
they never read anything in which such 
books are mentioned. 

* * w 


Peace Principles 


Praise for “Principles for Peace” con- 
tinues in all quarters. Non-Catholic au- 
thorities have been particularly im- 
pressed. 

Upton Close, 
says: 

“IT am very sympathetic toward the 
book and am giving it considerable study.” 


noted commentator, 


Richard Eaton, another broadcaster, 
says: 

“It should be read by all those who 
desire to have a clear view of the prob- 
lems of the peace of tomorrow.” 

And from Paul Mallon, columnist: 

“What impressed) me most was the ap- 
plicability of the truths expressed largely 
so many years ago to the traditions in 
which we find ourselves today .. . ‘Chris- 
tian religion has given birth to excellent 
principles of stability and order for the 
state.” 

Arthur Krock, Washington corre- 
spondent of the New York Times: 

“The Holy See has clearly and com- 
passionately recalled to the mind of man 
those moral and spiritual foundations on 
which the human race must base its ac- 
tions if peace, decency and the dignity of 
the individual are not to be lost again.” 


x 2 ® 


A Different Type 
of Soldier 


10 

Her Glimmering Tapers 

Louis J. Stancourt Macmillan, $2.00 

By Staff Contributor George G. 
Higgins, Washington, D.C. 

Readers of Stancourt’s earlier book, 
Flower for Sign, are familiar with his 
early life and with the story of his 
conversion to the Catholic Faith some 
eight years ago. The present, and much 
shorter, work brings the story up to 
date. 

This is not to say that the book is 





straight autobiography, but between the 
lines of his soliloquies there is enough 
of the personal to keep us posted, if 
not on his secular activities during these 
eight years, at least of his spiritual de- 
velopment. The book can probably best 
be described as a reporter’s tribute to 
the Blessed Virgin. 


Thoughts on “A Retreat” 


Stancourt takes us with him into his 
parish church (his understanding of the 
inner meaning of the parish in our 
Catholic life is enviable) to attend 
Mass with him each morning during 
a retreat with Mary, Queen of the 
Rosary. In a series of pastels, “with 
every-day directness,” he meditates out 
loud, as it were, but rather unobtrv- 
sively. 

Faith Brings Courage 


If a book must have a_ purpose, 
Stancourt’s aims, I take it, to give hope 
in this all-out war to the average run- 
of-the-mill American who wakes up sud- 
denly to find himself in a G.I. uniform 
and to the relatives and friends that 
he has left behind. He looks at the fire 
spreading over the earth and takes cour- 
age, and tries to spread the same, from 
the message of Christ and His Spouse, 
the Church. In his concluding chapter, 
written after he had enlisted in the 
349th Infantry, he corroborates, as 4 
layman, what many of our chaplains 
have already gratefully reported home 
—that there is among the men of all 
faiths in the service a growing sense 
of religion, ‘‘a spiritual awakening, hard 
men in uniform, aware of God.” He 
concludes that there is hope in this 
burning world for the man in the street; 
that hope is the Christ. While he has 
admittedly not yet reached anything 
quite like literary greatness, he has 
helped in his own way in this book to 
spread a little further to a world that 
needs it badly the message of this 
Christ. 

* * * 


Ottawa, Canada 

“In visiting the different houses of 
this province, I have carried copies of 
your splendid magazine with me 
have recommended that each house 
should subscribe. I was agreeably sul 
prised to learn that most of them were 
already on your list, or had heard f 
vorable.comments about your publica 


tion.” 
—A PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR 


March, 1944 
_aneeemanen} 
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Low Grade 


ll 
Mongrel Mettle 


Jesse Stuart Dutton, $2.50 


The author of the smudgy Taps for 
Private Tussie has here used his talents 
to present some half-baked philosophy 
through the imaginary thoughts of a 
mongrel dog. 

Years ago “Teddy” Roosevelt de- 
nounced what he called “nature fakirs.” 
As I recall the stories he criticized, 
they showed considerable ingenuity, but 
restricted the animals’ supposed think- 
ing to their own level. Stuart’s mongrel 
has been endowed with supposed human 
qualities. It says ‘Gover-mint’ — and 
ruined its health getting drunk on the 
moonshiners’ broth. Despite the drink 
habit, the mongrel’s dreams were al- 
ways happy—though he doesn’t tell us 
what they were. 

Philosophizing about its master’s fu- 
neral the dog says “I was ashamed I 
had ribbons around my neck.” There 
must be some deep significance in that 
statement but it escapes this reviewer. 

Another dog—Red Rusty—refuses to 
be friendly when put into a pen with 
a pedigree-bearer like himself. Rusty’s 
a “radical,” and in love with a mongrel. 

He explains that he will marry the 
mongrel—because, “I have seen the 
light. I believe in mongrelism. It is the 
survival of this country of dogs. We 
will become powerful; we’ll be a great 
nation of dogs. . . .” (In Taps for Pri- 
vate Tussie, some of this same author’s 
characters were married so often and 
casually that they hardly recalled where, 
which or when.) 

In the end, the mongrel marries a 
pedigree. 

The whole story seems to be pretty 
low grade ore—rather a waste of paper 
even to write about. There is more hu- 
mor in one episode of Lum and Abner. 


x ww 


The Titles and Ratings appear- 
ing herein will be saved for later 
insertion in a Cumulative list. 

To save having to linotype the 
Ratings again, we have begun to 
include the date of the issue in 
Which Reviews or Comments ap- 
peared following the Rating. 

We will also, where possible, 
thow publication dates. 


St. Teresa of Avila 
and St. Therese 
of Lisieux 
A Study in Contrasts 
12 

The Eagle and the Dove 

V. Sackville-West D D, 2-18-44, $2.50 
Reviewed by Fortunata C. Caliri, As- 
sistant Librarian, Emmanuel College, 


Boston—a new writer for Books ON 
TRIAL. 


This critic of the latest venture of V. 
Sackville-West into hagiography would 
like very much to say a kind word 
about this book. That the two saints 
lend themselves readily to “a study in 
contrasts” is apparent even to the least 
informed. Miss Sackville-West has cer- 
tainly read the autobiography of each 
saint and enough of their works, to- 
gether with related works, to acquaint 
her with the facts; but no specific 
source references are quoted, neither is 
the book so painstakingly nor so abun- 
dantly annotated as was her St. Joan 
of Arc. Insofar as the author is engaged 
upon narrating the events of the lives of 
Teresa of Spain and The Little Flower, 
she can be given credit for facts faith- 
fully reproduced, in a readable, though 
occasionally involved, style. 

The importance of the book, however, 
is not at all apparent to this reviewer. 
For a recital of the life story of. each 
saint, no improvement can ever be made 
upon the autobiography each one has 
written. As “a study in contrasts” the 
book presents a somewhat different ap- 
proach, perhaps; but the contrast is 
neither too clearly nor too consistently 
sustained. V. Sackville-West has made 
no new discoveries, has added nothing 
to the sum total of knowledge already 
known about these two saints, nor has 
she drawn from them any message or 
significance particularly pertinent for 
the times. Thus the importance of the 
book evades us, unless it be that as a 
work dealing with the saints it is indica- 
tive of the mass recourse to spiritual 
things in war time. 

Catholic readers will, we think, find 
much with which to quarrel. There are 
errors to be refuted on nearly every 
page, errors arising not so much from 
ignorance of facts as from evasion of 
the supernatural. The author attempts 
to do the impossible: explain superna- 
tural phenomena on natural grounds. It 





would be impossible within the limits 
of a review, to discuss every point that 
is objectionable, but perhaps we may 
dwell lightly upon a few, so that we 
may protect ourselves from the charge 
of “hit-and-run” technique. 


One cannot claim, as she does on page 
35, to make “a reverent acknowledg- 
ment of the theory that mystical experi- 
ence originates with the intervention of 
God” and at the same time argue the 
possibility of “neurosis,” “hysteria,” 
“auto-suggestion,” “disintegration of 
personality,” or “schizophrenic condi- 
tion of personality” as equally accept- 
able explanations. It is either one or the 
other. 


Her remarks on the Spanish Inquisi- 
tion are totally unsupported by any ref- 
erence to source material. The essay on 
Thérése of Lisieux is also replete with 
the same kind of vacillating ineptitude. 
Thérése’s attitude on love and suffering 
are declared to be at once “ecstatic” 
and “frenzied.” The contemplative life 
is a “selfish” one, an “escape from real- 
ity,” an “evasion of responsibility.” In 
attempting to prove that Thérése was 
not a true mystic in the sense that 
Teresa of Avila was, we are cautioned 
that when Thérése saw Our Lady move 
and smile the saint had a fever and “a 
suggestive statue before her eyes.” This 
elicits the question: “But was her ex- 
perience of this grace not deliberate 
rather than supernatural? It was what 
she had always consciously desired . . .” 
and so, . . . it is easy to persuade one’s 
self when all the heart and will are 
thrown into striving.” On the whole, 
the tone of the essay on The Little 
Flower is one of belittlement. 

The chief value in a book of this 
kind lies, we think, in the attention 
it may attract to qualified hagiograph- 
ers who have written well of Teresa of 
Avila and of Thérése of Lisieux, and to 
the self-told tales of the saints them- 
selves. 


(Because of a delay in securing this re- 
view it was necessary to cut it down 
considerably to fit it imto this issue. 
Miss Caliri says that others may not 
agree with her appraisal. We would be 
pleased to hear from anyone holding 
different opinions.) 


* * * 
Alvernia High School now leads 


in Chicago with 55 subscriptions to 
Books on Trial. 
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RETURNED BOOKS 


Following an article by the Editor 
which appeared in a magazine published 
by the National Association of Publish- 
_ ers and Dealers in Church Goods, many 
letters have been received from dealers, 
pertaining to a variety of problems. 

The matter of greatest interest to us 
is that of securing cooperation for those 
dealers who are doing constructive work 
in promoting the wider circulation of 
wholesome Christian literature—as op- 
posed to those who merely exploit cur- 
rent best-selling “merchandise,” or who 
act only as relay stations for transmit- 
ting orders. 


The so-called dealer—and this in- 
cludes magazines—who merely collects 
orders and forwards them to the pub- 
lisher, is not, in our opinion, doing con- 
structive work. For the greater part he 
is merely living off of the dealers who 
stock, display, advertise and explain 
books worth reading, and help to create 
new readers. 

This, to our readers, may seem like a 
problem that should be confined to a 
trade journal. Properly speaking ,it is— 
if a journal existed that presented the 
dealers’ views and problems. 


We Seem to Like Trouble 


No one asked us to invite criticism of 
ourselves by disapproving books which 
others praise, and neither have we any 
right to speak for Dealer cooperation in 
the selling of books. Nevertheless, we 
are doing so—for two reasons: First, 
because it is certain that widespread 
circulation of the best in books will 
never be accomplished until the right 
type of dealer outlets are developed; 
and, Second, when we have such dealers 
working, the number of books sold will 
be increased to such extent that Jist 
prices could be reduced by 30%. 

So, this isn’t just our problem. It’s 
your problem, too. Even if the matter of 
what a book costs makes no difference 
to you, it does matter to a great many 
others—and you can help them, and 
help the authors who are trying to 
make a living writing the kind of books 
we ought to be reading. 


Getting Back to the Subject 


Among other problems involved is 
that of returning books without permis- 
sion. Our own troubles in this respect 
fall under three headings: 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





First: The gift book. “I received —— 
and I don’t like it so I have sent to you 
to be exchanged for —— which is the 
same price.” 

Perhaps we have no use for the book 
either, but at any rate there is always a 
loss on such transactions even though al- 
lowance is made for postage—which is the 
exception. 

Second: “I have your statement of ac- 
count, which shows a balance due. I re- 
turned one of the books on this bill and 
when I paid another bill last month I 
deducted for the book returned.” (This 
is why bookkeepers quit work.) I never 
saw any business where mix-ups could be 
avoided where unauthorized deductions of 
this kind are made. “Credits” should not 
be “used” unless the original charge is 
paid in full. 

Third: —and this is our pet peeve— 
“Last month I received from the 
Book Club a copy of —— and since 
I paid them in advance I have sent the 
book to you, as I know you handle lots 
of books and won’t mind giving me credit 
for it.” 


We have had to take the position 
that we can accept no responsibility 
whatever for books returned to us with- 
out previous authorization. 

—and here’s one from this morning’s 
mail. 





“We received a shipment of books from 
you but are unable to check our list. 
Please give this matter attention. 

“And please do not bill us for these 
books until we have had time to check 
your invoice.” 


x = 


Borgese— 
Fernsworth— 
La Piana— 
Leslie— 


Salvemini— 


Says The Register, Denver: ‘What 
struck us most forcibly in the article of 
Smitri Petrov, who wrote in the official 
Soviet newspaper ZJzvestia that Pope 
Pius XII is pro-Fascist and that there 
is ‘no wonder that hate of Hitler and 
Mussolini now also includes the Vati- 
can,’ is that we have been reading, for 
many months, the same line of garbage 
from the pens of the editors of The Na- 
tion, The New Republic, Kenneth Les- 
lie’s Protestant, and from Gaetano Sal- 
vemini, George La Piana, G. A. Borgese, 
Lawrence Fernsworth, and others. It is 
simply the current ‘liberal’ line. Orders 
had come from Moscow that the Cath- 
olic Church must be smeared in this 
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precise way. The boys fell right into 
line. And now Moscow speaks out it- 
self.” 

Salvemini and La Piana are co-au- 
thors of What to Do With Italy—a 
mass of hysterical rubbish—much of 
which was discredited even before the 
book was published. 


(While seated at lunch in a restaurant 
recently, your editor got into conversa- 
tion with a gentleman who began la- 
menting the great misfortune of having 
a State department that was playing 
“hand in glove with the Vatican.” He 
was grateful to the Harvard professors 
for their “marvelous” book. A few min- 
utes’ conversation developed the fact 
that he recognized none of its fallacies, 
bigotry or proved misrepresentations— 
and yet on presenting his card he proved 
to be the Public Relations Counsel of a 
prominent college.) 


The Register says further: “Just how 
much all these men have been consci- 
ously playing the Red game, we have no 
way of knowing. We know, however, 
that The Protestant is spending too 
large sums of money on advertising to 
be above suspicion. We know that The 
Nation and The New Republic are as 
pro-Soviet as Jzvestia, though they fol- 
low the ‘fellow traveler’ line of occasion- 
ally taking a slight crack at Browder or 
even Stalin. They fool nobody, except 
the ‘liberals.’ 

“The writer Van Passen, another of 
the boys following the Moscow line, 
writes on page 38 of his book The For- 
gotten Ally that the German Bishops 
assembled in Fulda for three years in 
succession praised Hitler and that the 
Pope called Mussolini ‘providential’. 
When? Which Pope? In what years did 
the German Bishops approve Nazism?” 

The danger to all forms of religion is 
not recognized by the great majority 
who read the publications mentioned. 
How can they, if as “The Rev. Dr. Ber- 
nard Iddings Bell, prominent Episcopal- 
ian writer, says ‘n his book, Te Church 
in Disrepute* :“The separation of Church 
and state in the schools, and the a 
tounding incompetence of most of the 
churches in respect to religious educa 
tion, and the indifference of parents 0 
God, have combined to turn out a group 
of young people composed, to the extent 
of about 80 per cent, of religious illitet- 
ates’.”’ 

*Harper, 1943, $1.50 
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166 

Brother Andre 

Katherine Burton AM, $1.50 
“  . . worthwhile to have in a high school or 
sodality library. Adults, too, will find it easy to 
read and will cherish its testimony to so many 
cures wrought in our own times. . . . When 
faith was absent, there was and could be no 
cure. For that lesson alone... . is timely....” 
St. Mary’s College, —Daviw M. STANLEY 

St. Mary’s, Kansas 


167 

The Eucharist 

Francois Mauriac Longmans, 3-1-44, $1.50 

The Mystery of Holy Thursday. 

A writer of exceptional talent meditates on the 
mystic trinity of Liturgy, Love and Life and 
attempts to give expression to “The Mystery 
of Holy Thursday”—dedicating his book to 
the non-Christian reader, or the hostile or in- 
different man. 

75 pages. Imprimatur. 


168 

An Explanation of the Third Order 
of St. Francis 

J. Forest McGee, O.F.M. 
The Boston Pilot: “... a guide book for 
Tertiaries . . . affords fruitful matter not alone 
to those for whom it is primarily intended but 
also for other Catholics.” 


St. A. Messenger 


169 

Olive Branch, The 
Bernard Pegarski Fides, $2.00 
An Excellent book about home—the heart of 
society. The author’s reflections on funda- 
mentals of life should lead us to prayer. More 


later. 


170 
The Path of Love 
Pustet, 1943, $2.00 

Letters of Counsel and Spiritual Direction 
God’s plan, says “Father Page,” is a life of 
love—the first commandment makes this cer- 
tain—and the second extends it to our neigh- 
bors. We respect priorities elsewhere, ‘but neg- 
lect God, since His admonitions are not im- 
plemented with ration tickets and enforced 
by an OPA. 

By means of short letters, Gerald M. C. 
Fitzgerald, C.S.C., endeavors to bring out 
various points concerned with Beauty and 
Truth and Love—i.e.; “with God.” 

Boston Pilot: “Widely known for his spiritual 
treatises, Father Page has recently written . 
intimate guides for those traveling the road to 
tternal destiny. Especially appropriate .. . for 
the approaching season of Lent... .” 


171 

The Sacraments of Daily Life 

Bernard J. Kelly, S.S.Sp. S & W, $3.75 
James H. Deady in The Commonweal: “The 
tfeader . . . will find . . . that the Church 
does offer the Christian a diet of wholesome, 
Substantial food, and that this is contained 
in Catholic dogma, in Scripture and liturgy. 
Instead of studying the sacramentai symbols 
themselves, in conjunction with Scripture when 
tt is‘ possible, to point out just what each 


was designed to do, and then make his appli- 
cation to everyday living, the writer works 
from the psychological principles of “ascetic 
theology” and then forces doctrine as an after- 
thought, to support his own pattern for Chris- 
tian living.” 
172 

Small Talks for Small People* 

Rev. Thomas J. Hosty Bruce, $1.75 
The Pilot: “Prompted by one ‘pet peeve’ of 
hearing adult sermons at the children’s Mass 
when he was a child, Father Hosty made up 
his mind if he ever became a priest, he would 
never preach a ‘grown-up’s’ sermon to children. 

“The approach is an easy and natural way 
to make children acquainted with the incidents 
of the life of Christ, and to give them a love 
of God.” 

173 
Spirit of Flame 
E. Allison Peers Morehouse, $2.00 
A Study of St. John of the Cross. 
Biography—and a study of the Saint’s teach- 
ings and writings. 

The author—an Anglican—is a professor at 

Liverpool University. 


174 
Splendor of Sorrow 
Eddie Doherty S & W, $1.50 
Neil J. Carr, S.J., in America: “.. . destined 


to rank with This War Is the Passion* as a 
spiritual classic of the war.” 


*S & W, $2.00 
* * * on 
175 
Child of Columbia 
Pearl Wimberley Dutton, $2.00 
Very good—Girls—10-13. 
* * * 
13 
Great Caesar’s Ghost ; 
Manning Coles D D’43, $2.00 


Fair—for Boys 12-16. 
By Theresa O’Neil—who says that any 
Juvenile book she praises is always 
backed up by the judgment of one or 
more boys or girls. 
A well-known author of excellent de: 
tective (or mystery) stories has at- 
tempted his first juvenile, and the re- 
sult is not altogether satisfactory. Boys, 
as well as adults, enjoy a good mystery, 
but unfortunately this story is not of 
that type. It starts, promisingly enough, 
with the mystery of a priceless bracelet 
which has been stolen from the British 
Museum; but then it turns into a trav- 
elogue, and finally to sheer fantasy, as 
the travellers land on the lost island of 
Perdita, that is inhabited, no less, by 
Romans of the First Century. The 
thread of the original story is entirely 
lost . . . Mr. Coles is obviously ‘trying 
to educate the young—but I wish that 
he had simply told them a good story. 


14 
Johnny Tremain 
Esther Forbes H M, 1943, $2.75 
Rec.—Excitmg—Boys or Girls—14+. 
By Theresa O’Neu. 


In this slightly romantic story of the 
beginnings of the Revolutionary War, 
Miss Forbes has ostensibly aimed at the 
young reader. Johnny, an apprentice 
silversmith in Boston, loses the use of 
his right hand, and is befriended by 
revolutionary plotters who use him to 
carry messages. He is in the confidence 
of Paul Revere, Samuel Adams, Dr. 
Joseph Warren, and others. He partici- 
pates in the Boston Tea Party, which 
is vividly described, and in the battles 
of Lexington and Concord. Waterfront 
life is accurately portrayed as Miss 
Forbes is an authority on the history of 
this period. Boys. will find this an excit- 
ing version of happenings that may 
have seemed dull in text-books. 

Boston Pilot: “The book is skillfully 
written . . . bound to find a wide circle 
of readers who will enjoy this phase of 
American history in | familiar and local 
settings.” 

ww 
15 


Knight of the North 
Capt. Wm. Campbell Bruce, $1.75 


Good Canadian “Mountie” Juvenile. 


16 
Liberty for Johanny 
A. H. & J.C. Wonsetter Longman’s, $2.50 
A., young Mennonite during Revolutionary 
days meets unexpected adventures involving 
‘the leading characters of the period. 


17 
Rose of America. ok 
Sara Maynard , S W, $1.75 
St. Rose of Lima—for children. x 
: koe of 


Give Publishers’ Names : 
When Ordering 


The war is more and more catch- 
ing up with the book business. All 
along the line, there is either a 
shortage of help, or inexperienced 
help. To save delays, it is sug- 
gested that in ordering books the 
Publishers’ Names be given, if pos- 
sible on all titles-that are not well 
known. Use of the numbers given 
in Books on Trial is also a om 
time-saver. 

One day’s delay in getting a ship- 
ment to the post-office may grow 
into several day’s delay in its get- 
ting to you. 
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Gay Legends of Saints 
Frances Margaret Fox S & W, $1.75 


Reviewed by Sr. M. Salome, Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

The word legend means “worth read- 
ing,” and most legends are embroidered 
truths. Legendary truths are real to 
children—the embroidery being detected 
by adults only. 

The legends Miss Fox tells here prove 
concretely the truth that saints have at 
all times been delightful, very human 
and very lovable men. In simple, un- 
affected and light-hearted style she tells 
twenty-seven stories which she has dis- 
tilled from hagiography. Their naive- 
ness would have been enjoyed greatly 
by the saints of the Middle Ages, for 
they describe unusual, laughter-provok- 
ing incidents in their lives. If the unusu- 
al here should call forth objections, 
what about Paul Bunyan and his Blue 
Ox? But—to sample our stories. 

Fourth to sixth graders learn here 
that every time St. Colman was called 
away from his reading, a fly used to sit 
down on the line to keep the place for 
him. They learn that otters brought 
St. Cuthbert to life. They meet St. 
Spiridion and the Funny Mules, St. 
Gudula with Her Lantern, St. Gudwall 
and the Fishes, the Wise Churchmouse, 
St. Felix and the Spider, the Marvellous 
Cow of Britanny, the Cow of St. Launo- 
mar that played Follow the Leader, the 
Goose to which St, Rigobert was polite, 
St. Roch’s Dog that was wiser than 
other dogs, and sixteen other stories 
equally droll. To complement the story- 
humor, Jill Elgin has illustrated the 
work with chuckle-provoking strokes, 
ending with the picture of a jolly yet 
holy monk saying, “THAT’S ALL, 
CHILDREN.” 

* *& tr 


Outstanding 
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The Beggars’ Penny 

Catherine Cate Coblentz Longman’s, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister Bernice, F.S.P.A., 

Superior, Wis. 

One of the really significant recent 
books is this story of three children and 
their carrier pigeons and the part they 
played in the historic siege of Leyden 
in 1574. 

The Beggars’ Penny is more than a 
story of three children. It is the story 
of three distinct religious and social 


groups of which the children were rep- 
resentative, woven into a closely united 
group by a very wise Burgomaster, Van 
der Werf. The book has a significant 
message for our own times when the 
same heroic sacrifices are being made 
in the cause of freedom. The brave 
Dutchman of this period had faith in 
the Seas as well as faith in the Sea and 
Land Beggars, and this, together, with 
their faith in freedom, enabled them to 
throw off the hateful yoke of Spain. 
As the story opens, the oldest, Cor- 
nelius gives to each of the children a 
carrier pigeon and asks that the bird 
be named with the name that meant 
most to the child. Pieter, a member of 
the Catholic faith, was especially proud 
of his patron since Saint Pieter was the 
patron saint of Leyden and his symbol, 
two crossed keys, was over every city 
and public doorway. Pieter decided to 
call his bird Vliet because that was the 
name of the canal that led to Delft. 
Lysbet, a member of the group led by 
Luther and Calvin, was the daughter of 
a Sea Beggar. When her father said 
good-bye to Lysbet, Dirk had taken a 


silver penny from about his neck, a Beg- 
gars’ Penny, and broken the penny in 
half. Half the token was now hung 
around Lysbet’s neck so it is no surprise 
that Lysbet named her carrier pigeon 
Penny—Beggars’ Penny, but Penny for 
short. 

When Israel, a Jew, came to choose 
a name for his bird, it was natural that 
he would think of the town which was 
the City of Refuge for the Jews. Here 
they were not persecuted. And so he 
called his bird, Leyden. When messages 
were to be sent to William of Orange 
that Leyden was starving it was Israel 
and Pieter who carried the pigeons out 
of the city and made possible the bring- 
ing of help when it was most needed. 

The book is filled with the adventur- 
ous activities of the three children— 
well written and beautifully illustrated. 
It is a happy coincidence that its illus- 
trator, Hilda Van Stockum, knows 
Dutch life so well. In days like ours 
when even the children feel that they 
have an obligation to help in this crisis, 
it is well to give them such books as 
The Beggars’ Penny. 








Beautiful 
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Princess Poverty 
Sara Maynard Longmans, $2.00 


Reviewed by Sr. M. Salome, Providence 
Hospital, Sandusky, O.—Staff Member 
In this triplicate biography of St. Fran- 
cis, St. Clare and St. Agnes—all of 
Assisisi—Sara Maynard extols beauti- 
fully the spirit which these three saints 
loved and spread throughout the world 
—the spirit of poverty. St. Francis, as 
is, or should be, well known, was the 
son of a rich merchant, who gave up his 
worldly goods to follow Christ. He was 
the initiator of the idea of holy poverty 
carried to heights never scaled before— 
his “Lady Poverty,” or Princess Pov- 
erty, as Mrs. Maynard beautifully puts 
it. St. Clare, a young noblewoman, 
heard St. Francis preach and was 
stirred by his words and more so by his 
example to embrace this unheard-of life 
of poverty. St. Agnes, a younger sister 
of St. Clare, followed after. We have 
here then in triplicate holy romance 
and beauty and unquenchable love of 
other-worldliness of three princely hu- 
mans. The work contains also, briefly 
told, the story of the founding of the 
three Franciscan Orders. But the ac- 
count of the holy friendship of St. Fran- 


cis, St. Clare and St. Agnes and their 
influence on their own and succeeding 
times through their love of Princess 
Poverty is the underscored theme of the 
book. Underscored also, and that with 
Franciscan seriousness, are the simple 
messages of St. Francis which re-orient- 
ed the rich and the poor toward the, 
enduring problems of life. Sara May- 
nard’s moving, lively and easy-to-com- 
prehend style makes the work absorb- 
ing spiritual reading. Written especially 
for girls of ’teen age. 
* x * 
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Dogsled Apostles 

Alma Savage S & W, $2.75 
Full of human interest and written in 
an interesting style, this timely book is 
a composite picture of the lives of the 
missionaries in Alaska. War activities 
have centered increased attention on 
the Aleutians and other portions of this 
immense territory which is, in general, 
poorly known to most residents of the 
States. Although Miss Savage traversed 
the country long after the missionaries 
had done their part in helping to civilize 
the natives, she also deserves some 
credit for the hardships endured in 
collecting her material for this book. 

—Frances Y. YOUNG 
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No Coupon 


We have been printing a Coupon 
in each issue to save time for read- 
ers wishing to order books from 
The Thomas More—or from other 
dealers. 


Many subscribers who save each 
issue of Books On Trial dislike 
spoiling the pages by cutting out 
the coupon. For this reason—also 
to save paper—we are omitting 
the coupon from this issue. 


In ordering books, just give the 
Number which appears above the 
Title you want. BUT, be sure to 
show the MONTH from which the 


number is taken. 


* w * 


Russia 


Russia and the U. S. 


March, 744 
Dutton, $3.00 


Rec. to MSO. Author is Chairman 
Sociology Dept., Harvard. 


Pitirim A. Sorokin 


Sorokin—a Russian—is author of: 


The Crisis of Our Age 
Dutton, $3.50 
(Books On Trial, Sept., 1942 ) 


Man & Society in Calamity 
Dutton, $3.50 
(B. O. T., Oct. and Dec., 1942 ) 


“Without the organization of a moral 
universe no lasting peace is possible, no 
matter what economic or political re- 
forms are made.” Cultural values must 
be transvalued—a universally binding 
set of fundamental norms and values 
must be inculcated—there must be an 
explicit limitation of the sovereignty of 
dl states in regard to war and peace— 
and, finally, there must be a supreme 
iternational authority vested with 
power to enforce its decisions. 

As to the book The Truth About Re- 
ligion in Russia published officially by 
the Moscow Patriarchy—which claimed 
there was no religious persecution— 
Sorokin says, “. . . the Patriarch and 
te Church in general are still in the 
wer of the Soviet government, and 
lence can hardly afford to be sincere.” 
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CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


The abbreviations used here are the 
same as those on the excerpt pages and 
charts. 

Reference to Months indicate the 
month of issue in which a comment or 
a Review appeared, and the Numerals 
indicate page numbers. 

We are now beginning to add publi- 
cation dates in our headings. By the 
time we get up to $5.00 per Month we 
expect to be as complete as the pro- 
fessional indexes. 


For Juveniles, see page 474. 
We will give much more attention to 
Juveniles during the coming year. 


* x OF 


Action in the North Atlantic 
Guy Kilpatrick Dutton, $2.00 


Thrilling saga—Slightly bawdy. Sept. 
Action This Day 
Archbishop Francis J. Spellman 
Exc. Rec. for all. 
Against This Rock 


Louis Zara 


Schribner, $3.00 


Creative Age, $2.75 
Exc.—Adult—Mature. 


The Air Future * 


Burnet Hershey Duell, $2.75 
Highly rec. Dec. 381. 
Alaska Diary 
Ales Hrdlicka Cattell, $5.00 
Informative. Oct. 
The Amazon 


Caryl P. Haskins 
Satisfactory. Sept. 


Doubleday, $4.00 


The American 
James Truslow Adams 


For all. Dec. 381. 


Scribners, $3.00 


An American Diary 
Samuel Grafton Doubleday, $2.50 


Prejudice destroys value. 
American Heroes and Hero-Worship 
Gerald W. Johnson Harper, $3.00 
Good—Hist. sidelights. Dec. 


American Idealism 
Floyd Stovall Oklahoma, $2.75 
HS-No—MSO. July. 


The American Land: Its History 
and Its Uses 
William R. Van Dersal Oxford, $3.75 


Basic Guide—Sat, Dec. 381. 


America’s Navy in World War II * 
Gilbert Cant Day, $3.75 


A really good book. Dec. 381: 
America’s Role in Asia 


Harry Paxton Howard Howell, $3.00 
MSO. July. 
An American Dilemma 
Gunnar Myrdal H 2 vols., Mar. ’44, $7.50 


Comprehensive Secular Study of Negro. 


Last month we said we’d classify 
these titles but the majority of 
readers reporting seem to want one 
straight alphabetical list—so we’re 
following that arrangement, 

This list contains the books men- 
tioned since April, 1943. It does 
not include all titles shown on the 
Excerpt or Review pages of this is- 
sue. They will be included when 
our next Cumulative list is pub- 


lished. 


The Anatomy of Nonsense 
Yvor Winters New Directions, $3.00 


Questionable—MSO. Oct. 
And They Shall Walk 


Sister Elizabeth Kenny Dodd, $3.00 
Fav.—For all. Rev. Mar. 
The Apostle 
Sholem Asch Putnam, $3.00 


Fiction, not fact. Unfav. Feb, 


Apostles of the Front Lines 
Tiberghien-Putz 50¢ 


For Cath. Actionists. Oct. 347. 


The Arms Are Fair . 
Bradford Smith Bobbs, $2.50 


Favorable—CI—Adults. Oct. 


As the Twig Is Bent 
Leslie B. Hohman 


Exc. for all. July. 


Macmillan, $2.50 


Asia Unbound 
Sydney Greenbie Appleton, $3.00 


Many errors—MSO. 381. 
Attack Can Win in °43 


Max Werner Little, $1.75 
Now a little late. 
Autobiography With Letters 
William Lyon Phelps 7 Oxford, $3.75 
Good—For the literary. 

Back Door to Berlin : 
Wes Gallagher _ DD, $2.75 
Reliable—For all. Dec. 

The Barefoot Mailman 
Theodore Pratt DS &P, $2.50 
Favorable. Sept. 
Baseball’s Greatest Drama... - 
J. J. Kreuger Classic, $2.75 
Favorable—All. 
_ The Battle Is the Pay-off 
Capt. Ralph Ingersoll Harcourt, $2.00 


Good adult reading. Rev. 344. 
Baudelaire the Critie- “23 
Margaret Gilman Columbia, $3.00 
Competent—MSO. July. 
Beethoven: Life of a Conqueror... __. 
Emil Ludwig Putnam, $3.7 
- See July, p. 283. 
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Behind the Sulfa Drugs 
lago Goldston, M.D. Appleton, $2.00 


Explains background—Sat. Sept. 318. 


Behind the Steel Wall 
Arvid Fredborg Viking, $3.00 


Inside Germany eye-witness report. Good. 


Benchley Beside Himself 
R. Benchley Harper, $2.50 


Adult reading. Sept. 


The Best American Short Stories—1943 
Ed. by Martha Foley Houghton, $2.75 


For the mature—Good. Oct. 370. 


Between Tears and Laughter 


Lin Yutang John Day, $2.50 


Rec. for well-informed. 


The Bible Is Human: 


A Study in Secular History 
Louis Wallis Columbia, $2.50 


Unfavorable. Sept. 


Big Rock Candy Mountain 


Wallace Stegner DSP, $3.00 


Many nasty features. Dec. 381. 


Black Lamb and Grey Falcon 


Rebecca West Viking, $3.95 
Objectionable. Feb. 
Blood on the Rising Sun 
Douglas G. Haring Macrae, $2.50 


Current interest—Fav. Sept. 


BomL ardier 


Henry Lent Macmillan, $2.00 


Exc. account of training. 283. 


A Book of Unlikely Saints 


Margaret T. Monro Longmans, $2.50 


Favorable—Well-written. 


Bootstraps 
Tom Girdler and Boyden Sparks Scribner’s, $3.00 


Int. period study. Oct. 
Bound for Glory 


Guthrie Dutton, $3.00 
Disapproved. 
Box Office 
Compiled by Barrows and Eaton -  Zifi-Davis, $2.00 


Short stories—Sat. Dec. 401. 


Brazil in the Making 
Jose Jobim Macmillan, $3.50 


Good study—For well-informed. 


The Bride Dined Alone 


Vera Kelsey Doubleday, $2.00 


Superficial. Sept. 
The Bridge of Heaven 
S. 1. Hsiung Putnam, $2.75 
Current int. novel—Adults. 


Bridgehead to Victory 
“LV. Randall Doubleday, $2.00 
Study of Invasion problems. 


Brother Andre of Mount Royal 
: Katherine Burton Ave Maria, $1.50 


Excellent—For all. 


Brothers Under the Skin 


Carey McWilliams - Little, $3.00 


Good study—Racial problem. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Brown Americans 
Edwin R. Embree 


Rec.—Race problem. 


Viking, $2.75 


But Gently Day 
Robert Nathan Knopf, $2.00 
Wistful—Weak. Dec. 
“By Your Leave, Sir” 
Helen Hull Jacobs Dodd, $2.00 


Favorable—For all. 381. 


The Captain Wears a Cross 
Capt. Wm. A. Maguire $2.00 


Excellent—For all.*** Dec. 377. 


The Case for Christianity * * 
C. S. Lewis MacMillan, $1.00 


For all above HS. See Dec. 382. 


The Case for Mrs. Surratt 
Helen Campbell Putnam, $3.00 


Old material re-hashed. Oct. 


Catholic Evidence Training Outlines 
Ward S W, $2.50 


Celestial Homespun 
Katherine Burton Longmans, $3.00 


Somewhat incomplete—Fav. Dec. 404. 


The Century of the Common Man 


Henry Wallace Reynal, $1.50 
Mature readers. 
Challenge to Freedom 
Henry M. Wriston Harper, $2.00 


For the mature. Dec. 407. 


Characteristics of American Negro 
Otto Klineberg, Ed. H, $4.00 


Am. Life Series. Exc. for Mature. 


Chats With Prospective Converts *« 
M. D. Forrest, M.S. C. Radio Replies, $1.00 


Favorable—Factual. 


Children Under Fire 


S. MA. Longmans, $1.50 


Very good. Dec. 382. 


Christian Behaviour 
C. S. “Screwtape’’ Lewis Mac, Late ’43, $1.00 


Excellent—Radio Talks. 


The Church & Liberal Society * 
Emmet John Hughes PU, 3-14-44, $3.00 


“A critique of the philosophy of ruthless eco- 
nomic individualism.” Recommended. 


Church and State in Fascist Italy 
Dr. D. A. Binchy Oxford, $9.00 


Highly recommended. Sept.* * 


The City 
Eliel Saarinen Reinhold, $3.50 
Rec. for Planners. Oct. 
Clear the ‘Tracks 
- Page Cooper Whittlesey, $2.75 


Adult—Some profanity. Dec. 
The Coat of Many Colors ae 
Robert St. John Dorrance, $2.50 
Fiction—Harmless—Unim portant. 
Cock on the Ridge - 
' Mary J.J. Wrinn 
Sat. for all. Dec. 


Harper, $2.00 
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Companion of the Crucified, Series II] 
J. E. Moffatt, S.J. Bruce, $1.75 


Spiritual—for our times. 


The Confessions of St. Augustine 
F. J. Sheed S & W, $3.00 gift 


A “must.” 


The Conquest of Epidemic Diseasex 
Dr. C. E. A. Winslow Princeton, $4.50 


Highly rec. for med. students. 


The Conspiracy of the Carpenters | 
S & S, $2.75 


H.. Borchardt 
MSO. Sept. 
The Conspirators 
Frederic Prokosch Harper, $2.50 
Disapproved, Sept. 
A Cooperative Economy 
Benson Y. Landis Harper, $2.00 


MSO. Sept. 


The Courageous Shall Conquer 
Henry Brenner, O. S. B. St. Meinrad, $1.00 


Spiritual reading. 


Coronal 
Paul Claudel Pantheon, $3.00 


Fr. and Eng. Poetry. Good 


Crimson Friday 


Dorothy Cameron Disney Random, $2.00 


Exciting—mystery. Dec. 
Czechoslovakia in European History 
S. Harrison Thompson Princeton, $3.75 


Favorable. Oct. 


Dawn Over the Amazon 


Carleton Beals Duell, $3.00 
AWR. Sept. 
Daylight on Saturday 
J. B. Priestley Harper, $2.50 


Large dose of pessimism. 


In the Days of Thy Youth 
Mary Britton Miller Scribner, $2.75 


Fiction—Unimportant, Dec. 


Death and Life 
Martin D’ Arcy, S.J. Longmans, $2.00 


Rec.—Noble and inspiring. 
Death at 7.10 
H. F.S. Moore Doubleday, $2.00 
Run-of-mill detective. Sept. 
Distributive Justice* * 
John A, Ryan Macmillan, $4.00 
Highly Recommended. 


Divine Crucible of Purgatory 


M. Mary of St. Austin Kenedy, $2.25 
Favorable. 
The Divine Verdict 
Sheen Kenedy, $1.00 
Exc. for our times. 
Do You Know Labor? 
James Myers Day, $2.00 
Good survey. Sept. 
Dove Flies South 
James A, Hyland Bruce, $2.50 


Dramatic—Involves Colored Problem. 





sift 
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2.00 


13.00 


52.00 
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Early American Life 
Mary G. Kelty & Sr. Blanche Marie 


Exc.—Cath. hist. Dec. 


Ginn, 96c 


Economics Simplified 
Bowen and Rusby Shalkenbach, $0.50 


MSO. Oct. 


Ecuador 
Albert Franklin Doubleday, $3.50 


Leftist viewpoints. Sept. 336. 


Education at the Crossroads 
Jacques Maritain 


Favorable—M SO. 


Yale U., $2.00 


Education for Freedom 
Robert M. Hutchins 


Exc. Mar. 


Louisiana, $1.50 


The End of the Beginning 
Winston Churchill Little, Brown, $3.50 


Hist. Int. for ref. Oct. 


Equinox 
Allen Seager S. & S., $2.75 
Disapproved. Sept. 
Escape from Balkans 
Michael Padev Bobbs, $2.75 


Good journalistic job. Oct. 


The Eternal Purpose 
Compiled by Blanche Mary Kelly Harper, $1.50 


Introduction to Scriptural reading. 


Excuse My Dust 


Bellamy Partridge Whittlesey, $2.75 


Profanity prevents approval. Dec. 


Explosion 


Frank Wallace Morrow, $2.50 


Satisfactory. Sept. 


Evolution—The Modern Synthesis 
Julian Huxley Harper, $5.00 


For prof. biologists only. 


Falange 
Allan Chase Putnam, $3.00 
Unreliable. Oct. 
The Fall of Paris 
Ilya Ehrenburg Knopf, $3.00 


Doubtful propaganda. Sept. 


The Farm Bloc 
Wesley McCune Doubleday, $2.00 


Washington lobbyists. Oct. 


Father and Glorious Descendant 
Pardee Lowe LB, $2.50 


Lacks distinction. 


F. B. I. in Peace and War 


F. L. Collins Putnam, $3.00 


Good. Dec. 382. 
Fear Not, Little Flock 


Rev. George Zimpfer Bruce, $2.75 
Spir. reading. 
The Fighting French 
Raoul Aglion Holt, $3.00 
Authoritative—Dramatic. Sept. 
Flower of Evil 
Edwin Morgan S&W, $3.00 


Favorable—MSO. Dec. 


Follow Me—«a vocational pamphlet and di- 
rectory—for Boys 
Order from Dealer—10c.* * * 


Follow Him—similar to the above—for Girls 
10c at all Dealers.* ** 


Food and Farming in Post-War Europe 
Yates & Warriner Oxford, $1.75 


Useful to students. Oct. 


Force and Freedom 
Jacob Burckhardt. Ed. by Nichols 
Mature readers only. 


Pantheon, $3.50 


Forever Young: A Life of John Keats* 
Blanche Colton Williams Putnam, $3.50 


Notable success. Sept. 


Fortress in the Skies 
Peter Mendelssohn Doubleday, $2.50 


Fantastic mixture—morbid. Sept. 


Four Quartets 
T. S. Eliot Harcourt, $2.00 


Poetry—Eliot’s satirical best. 


The Framework of Battle 
Lt. Col. John G. Burr, USA, Ret. Lippincott, $3.00 


Exc.—Rec. for all. Oct. 353. 


Free China’s New Deal 
Hubert Freyn Macmillan, $2.50 


Sat.—adult range. Dec. 


The Free Man 
Conrad Richter Knopf, $1.75 


Fav.—Adult fiction. Rev. 344. 


French Canada in Transition 
Everett Cherrington Hughes U. of Chicago, $2.50 


Competent—W ell-informed. 


The Frenzied Prince 
Padraic Colum 


Approved. Dec. 


McKay, $3.50 


From the Morning Watch 
Lucille Papin Borden Macmillan, $2.50 


Fine spiritual quality. 


The Fruits of Fascism 
Herbert Matthews Harcourt, $3.00 


Rec. for all students. Dec. 


A Garland of Straw 
‘Sylvia Townsend Warner Viking, $2.50 


Good sel. short stories. Oct. 371. 
Gerard Manley Hopkins: Priest and Poet* 


John Pick Oxford, $2.75 
Excellent. 
Gideon Planish 
Sinclair Lewis Random, $2.50 


Purposeless satire. Sept. 


Gilbert Keith Chesterton * * * 
Maisie Ward | S& W, $4.50 


Excellent. Dec. 379. Feb. 442. 


Glories of Mary. The 
St. Alphonsus Ligouri Ed. by Rev. Eugene Grimm 


Scapular, $1.35 
Favorable. 


God and Evil 
C. E. M. Joad Harper, $3.00 


MSO. 


God Infinite, The World, and Reason 
William J. Brosnan, S. J. Fordham, $2.25 


Awkward—Hard to read. Oct. 
The God of the Machine 


Tsabel Paterson Putnam, $2.75 
For MSO. Oct. 
The Goebbels Experiment 
Sington & Weindenfeld Yale U., $3.00 


Dull—Mature only. Oct. 


The Golden Age of Russian Literature 
Ivar Spector Caxton, $3.50 


Adults—Good. Dec. 
Golden Apples in the Sun 


Rosemary Obermeyer Dutton, $2.50 


Very Good—See Review. 


Goodnight, Ladies 
Van Stiller Doubleday, $2.00 
Unfavorable fiction. Sept. 


Government and Business Tomorrow* 


Donald R. Richberg Harper, $2.50 
Rec. for MS. Oct. 
Grand Crossing 
Alexander Saxton Harper, $2.50 


Inexcusable—Salacious. Oct. 359. 


The Grand Design - 
“David Pilgrim’ Harper, $2.75 


Doubtful—obscene. Oct. 


The Great Century in the Americas, 

Australasia, and Africa, A. D. 1800— 

A. D. 1914 
Kenneth S. Latourette Harper, $4.00 


For historians and students. Dec. 


Half a World Away 


Frances Long F & R, $2.00 
Superficial adventure. Sept. 
Hallelujah 
Fannie Hurst Harper, $2.50 
Vulgar—obscene—slimy. 
A Handbook of Psychiatry 
Lichtenstein and Small Norton, $3.50 


Useful—informative. Oct. 
A Handy Guide for Writers 


Newton Thompson Herder, $2.00 
Good handbook. Oct. 
A Harmony of the Gospels 
Newton Thompson Herder, $2.50 
Fav. 
Mrs. Heaton’s Daughter 
Dorsha Hayes Alliance, $2.75 
Sordid—vulgar. 378-397. 
Heaven Is a Sunswept Hill 
Earl Guy Mac, $2.50 
Favorable for all. Sept. 
At Heaven’s Gate 
Robert Penn Warren Harcourt, $2.50 


Objectionable—Disapproved. Sept. 


Hedge Against the Sun 


Barbara Bentley Dodd, Mead, $2.50 


Immature first novel. Oct. 


Here Is Your War 
Ernie Pyle 


Holt, $3.00 
Interesting—Some profanity. Dec. 
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Her Glimmering Tapers * 


Louis J. Stancourt Mac, $2.00 


Exc. spiritual—Army experience. 


' 


The Hidden Enemy 


Heinz Pol Messner, $3.00 


Satisfactory. Dec. 


Highway to Tokyo 
Joseph Rosenfarb Little, $1.25 


Good analysis of future strategy. 


His Father’s Business 


Robert F. Grewen America, $1.50 


Favorable. 


A History of the American Drama, 


from the Beginning to the Civil War 
Arthur Hobson Quinn Crofts, $5.00 


Textbook—Not for casual reader. 
History of Bigotry in the United States 
Gustavus Myers . Random, $3.50 
Valuable information. 


History of the English Speaking Peoples 


Mowat & Slosson Oxford, $4.00 
Favorable. Oct. 
Home Front* 
David Hinshaw Putnam, $3.00 


Very much worth while. Sept. 


Home Front Memo 


Carl Sandburg Harcourt, $3.00 
Memorable—Important. Feb. 441. 
Hour of Barabbas 
Otto Michael S & W, $1.00 


Rec. for all. 


House of Bread 
C. J. Eustace Longmans, $2.25 


Rec. “convert book.” Oct. 
How to Think 
Arthur D. Fearon, Ph.D. C. P. Co., paper, $1.50 
Useful for teachers. Oct. 


The Human Comedy 
William Saroyan 


Favorable for all. 


Harcourt, $2.75 


Hungry Hill 
Daphne du Maurier Doubleday, $2.75 


Disapproved in part. See Sept. 


Imitation of Christ 


Ed. Edw. J. Klein Harper, $1.50 
Standard work. 
Impact of Federal Taxes 
Roswell Magill Columbia, $3.00 


For intelligent readers. 383. 


India’s Problem Can Be Solved 
DeWitt Mackenzie Doubleday, $3.00 
Solution not convincing. Oct. 
Indigo 
Christine Watson Scribners, $2.50 
Mature only—Relig. references obj. 


Infantry Journal * 


Edited by Col. J. 1. Greene DD, $3.00 
Rec. for all interested. 
In Peace Japan Breeds War 
Gustav Eckstein Harper, $2.50 


Reveals much of pagan character. Dec. 


Inter-American Affairs 
Edited by Arthur Preston Whitaker Col. Press, $3.00 


Authoritative—penetrating. Oct. 


Intercultural Education in 
American Schools 
Vickery & Cole Harper, $1.00 


Rec. to educators WR. Oct. 


In the Name of the Bee 
Sr. M. J. Power S & W, $2.00 


Essentially Catholic poetry—For All. 


In Time of Harvest 
John L. Sinclair Macmillan, $2.50 


Sordid, lewd, dirty. See Sept. 


Into the Valley 
John Hersey Knopf, $2.00 
Marred by author's profanity. 


In Towns and Little Towns * 


Leonard Feeney America, $2.00 


Poetry—New ed. of popular work. 


An Irish Journey 
Sean O’ Faolain Longmans, $3.50 


Fav.—Adult reading. Dec. 378. 


Journey Among Warriors 


Eve Curie Doubleday, $3.50 


Interesting—not important. Oct. 


Journey in the Dark 
Martin Flavin Harper, $2.75 


Fiction—Futile. Dec. 388. 


Journey Into America 
Donald Peattie H M, $3.00 


For mature—Emotional—lInspiring. 


Judgment of The Nations*** 


Dawson S W, $2.50 


Outstanding. 


Just for Sport 


W ood-Bacon-Cameron Lippincott, $2.00 


For all—Sport stories. 
Kaiser Wakes the Doctors 
Paul de Kruif Harcourt, $2.00 
Provocative—Worthy. Oct. 
Kate Fennigate 
Booth Tarkington Doubleday, $2.50 
Materialistic—Harmless for Adults. 286. 
Katherine 
Hans Habe Viking, $2.75 
Little merit—Mature only. 
Katherine Christian 
Hugh Walpole Doubleday, $2.50 
Doubtful fiction. Sept. 
Kansas Irish 
Charles B. Driscoll Mac, $2.50 
Poor taste—profane—Not rec. 


The King’s Advocate 


de Noaillat-Ponvert Bruce, $2.75 
Favorable. 
Lady in Waiting 
Rory Gallagher Daye, $2.50 
Bad taste—unmoral. 
Last Man Off Wake Island 
Lt. Col. Walter Bayler B-M, $2.75 


Realistic but profane. Sept. 


The Last of Summer 
Kate O’ Brien Doubleday, $2.50 


Good adult novel. Sept. 326. 


Late and Soon 
E. M. Delafield 


Adult—WR. Sept. 


Harpers, $2.50 


The Latin American Policy of the 


United States 
Samuel Flagg Bemis Harcourt, $4.50 


A “must”—authoritative. 384. 


A Latin-American Speaks 
Luis Quintanilla Macmillan, $2.50 


Questionable—Radical propaganda? 


Leathernecks * 
Ralph Boswell Crowell, $2.50 


Exc.—Story of Marines, 


The Legacy of Nazism 
Frank Munk Macmillan, $2.50 


Intellectually shallow. Sept. 325. 


Leonard Feeney Omnibus 
Feeney $3.00 


Excellent—joyous reading. 


Letters to Mr. Isaacs 
David Goldstein Radio Replies, $1.50 


For all. Mar. 
Liberal Education Re-Examined 


A committee of the American Council of Learned 
Societies (Thedore Greene, Chairman, and Charles 
Fries, Henry Wriston, William Dighton) 

Harper, $2.00 


For educators and students. Rev. 346. 


The Life and Works of Beethoven 
John N. Burk Random, $2.75 


Fav. Oct. 


Life in a Putty Knife Factory 
H. Allen Smith Doubleday, $2.00 


Objectionable—Vulgar. 


Life Out There 
Sgt. Johnny Bartek Scribner, $1.75 


Good subject but falls flat. 
Life Together 


Wingfield Hope S. & W., $2.50 
Exc.—Highly rec. 
Life With the Holy Ghost 
Rev. Hugh F. Blunt Bruce, $1.75 


Highly rec. 
The Lights Around the Shore 
Jerome Weidman 
Novel—well-written. Dec. 
Lillian Harley 
Marian Cockrell Harper, $2.50 
Fiction—No special merit. Oct. 


S & S, $2.50 


Lincoln and the Patronage 
Carman & Luthin Col. U., $4.50 


Interesting political study. Dec. 
Mr. Lincoln’s Wife 
Anne Colver F &R, $2.50 
Novel of no great merit. Sept. 
Love at First Flight 
Spalding and Carney H M, $2.00 
Wise-crack type of humor—no merit. 
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The Maine Idea 


Keith Jennison Harcourt, $2.50 


Fiction—Entertaining. 


Mainstream 
Hamilton Basso 


Favorable—Not for HS. 


Reynal, $2.50 


Majority Rule and Minority Rights * 
Henry S. Commager Oxford, $1.50 


Rec. to students. 
Malta Magnificent * 
Francis W. Gerard 
Good—+vec. for all. 


Whittlesey, $2.50 


Malta Story 
W. L. River Dutton, $2.50 


War adventure—rather bawdy. 


Mama’s Bank Account 
Kathryn Forbes Harcourt, $2.00 


Delightful—Humorous. 


Managing Your Mind 
Kraines and Thetford Macmillan, $2.75 


Lacks moral standards—MSO. 
Man of Molokai 


Anne Roos Lipp., $2.00 


Recommended Life of Fr. Damien 


Man’s Unknown Ancestors 


Raymond W. Murray Bruce, $4.25 
Much to rec. 
Manual of Catholic Action 
Civardi S W, $2.50 


Standard work approved. 


Man from Rocea Sicca 
R. M. Coffey Bruce, Feb. 1944, $1.75 


Popular Life of St. Thomas—V.G. 


Marie: Sister of St. Therese 


By her sister, Pauline Boards, $1.00 
paper, .50 


Rec. for all. 
Mark Twain. Man and Legend 


DeLancy Ferguson Bobbs, $3.00 


Unobjectionable for mature. 


Married Woman’s Bill of Rights 
Nathaniel Fishman Liveright, $2.50 


Useful information. 


Mary Darlin’ 


Evelyn Voss Wise A-C, $2.00 
Pleasant, moving story. Oct. 
McSorley’s Wonderful Saloon 
Joseph Mitchell Duell, $2.50 


Doubtful—Lacks merit. 
Melody in Darkness 


Geneva Stephenson Macmillan, $2.75 


Sat. adult—Eng. setting. 


Men in Motion** 


Taylor D-D, $3.00 
Exc. July 290. 
The Menace of the Herd* 
Francis Stuart Campbell Bruce, $4.00 


Rec. to MSO. 


Memoirs of a Superfluous Man 
Albert J. Nock 


Interesting to mature. 


Harper, $3.00 


Mercy in Hell 
Andrew Greer Whittlesey, $2.75 


Good—Med. service in World War. 


The Mind and Faith of Justice Holmes 
Max Lerner Little, Brown, $4.00 


For the student. 


Mind, Medicine and Man 
Gregory Zilboorg Harcourt, $3.50 


Confused—Uncritical—Unconvincing. Oct. 


A Mingled Chime: An Autobiography 
Sir Thomas Beecham Putnam, $3.50 


Favorable—Good anecdotes. 


The Ministry of Fear 
Graham Greene Viking, $2.50 


Favorable—Adults. Sept. 309. 


Miracle in the Rain 


Ben Hecht Knopf, $1.00 


Well-written fantasy. 


Miracles of the Master 
Rt. Rev. John J. Burke Longfellow, $1.25 


A book of sermonettes. 


The Mission Apostolate 
Prop. Faith, 75¢ 


Sat. ref. book. 


Modern Negro Art 


James A. Porter Dryden, $3.25 


Useful—Sat. 


A Moment of Truth 
Col. Charles Sweeney 


Good. Sept. 336. 
The Moonlight Traveller 


Scribner, $2.75 


Sel. by Phillip Van Doren Stern DD, $3.00 
Anthology of fantasy—Ad. 
Morality and the Social Order 
Ludwig Rowland Herder, $2.50 


Modern—interesting—MSO. Oct. 


Mother Russia 
Maurice Hindus Doubleday, $3.50 


Questionable—MSO. Oct. 


The Mothers 
Vardis Fisher Vanguard, $2.50 


Not for HS—Little merit. 
Mount Allegro 


Jerre Mangione Houghton, $2.50 


Questionable outlook. 
Muller Hill 
Harriet McDaniels Knopf, $2.75 


Light historical novel—Some_ profanity — 
Questionable marriage solution. 


Mush, You Malemutes 
Bernard J. Hubbard 
A new edition. 
Music for All of Us 
Leopold Stokowski S&S, $2.50 
Musical part O. K.—Bal. “woozy.” 


Music Lovers Handbook 
Ed.—E. Siegmeister 


America, $3.00 


Morrow, $4.00 
Fine reference work. 


My Family, Right or Wrong 


John Philip Sousa II D D, $2.00 


Amusing—Sat. 


Mystery Fiction: Theory and Technique 
Marie F. Rodell D S&P, $2.00 


Favorable. 


The Mystical Body of Christ 


NCWC, 5c 
For all—Papal encyclical. 


Napoleon III 
Albert Guerard Harvard, $3.50 


Scholarly—well-written. Dec. 


The Near East 


Harris Foundation Lectures U. of Chi., $2.50 
MSO. 
Negro’s Share, The 
Richard Sterner Harper, $4.50 


Favorable. 


The New Europe 


Bernard Newman Macmillan, $3.75 


Fav.—for peace planners. 


A Newman Treasury 
Ed. by Charles F. Harrold Longmans, $4.00 


Newman designed to be read. May 275. 

New Rivers Calling 

J. B. Hendryx DD, $2.00 

Profanity—HS-No—Adults-WR. 

News Is What We Make It 

Kenneth Stewart 

O.K.—July 295. 

New Theatres and Old 

Mordecai Gorelik French, $4.50 

For those interested in drama. 


Houghton, $3.00 


New Viewpoints on the Spanish 
Colonization of America 
Silvio Zavala U. of Pa., $1.25 


Favorable—Valuable. 


New World A-Coming 
Roi Ottley H. M., $3.00 


Race problem—Fav. Oct. 


The New World Guides to the 


Latin American Republics 


Earl Parker Hanson D S P, $2.50 


Fav.—Reliable travel inf. Oct. 
Niagara 
Edward F. Garesche Vista Maria, $1.00 
Poetry—M ajestic. 
Nicholas Copernicus 


Stephen P. Mizwa Kosciuszko, $1.50 cloth 
For Reference. 


None But the Lonely Heart 
Richard Llewellyn Macmillan, $2.75 
Depraved. Oct. 370. 

None More Courageous* 

Stewart H. Holbrook 
Sat. for all. 

Notre Dame: One Hundred Years 
Arthur J. Hope,-C.S.C. N. D. Press, $4.00 

Engrossing narrative. Oct. 


Macmillan, $2.50 


November Storm 


McCormick Doubleday, $2.50 
Objectionable. 
Number One 
Dos Passos Houghton, $2.50 
Disapproved. 
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Of Bitter Grapes 
Emery E. Pethro 


Rec. poetry. 


Humphries, $1.75 


Of Books and Men* 
Joseph J. Reilly 


Exc.—For students. 


Messner, $2.75 


Old Nameless 
Sidney Shalett Appleton, $2.00 


Some profanity. July. 


One Fair Daughter 
Bruno Frank Viking, $2.75 


Questionable—Mature only. 


The One God 


Garrigou-La Grange 736 p., $6.00 
Highly praised. 
On War 
Karl von Clausewitz Random, $1.45 
Classic. 
Order in the Court 
John C. Knox Scribner, $2.75 


Philosophical—A musing—Sat. July 295. 


Orestes Brownson 
Theodore Maynard Macmillan, $3.00 


Deserves study—MS. 


Origins of the American Revolution 
John G. Miller Little, $3.50 


Favorable. 


The Other Americans* 
Edward Tomlinson Scribner’s, $3.00 


Easy, profitable reading. 
Our Daily Bread 


Enrique Gil Gilbert Farrar, $2.50 
Doubtful merit. 
Our Good Neighbor Hurdle 
John W. White Bruce, $2.50 


Rec., Sept. 315. 


An Outline History of the Church by 


Centuries 
Joseph McSorley Herder, $7.50 


Rec.—Order from Dealer. 
Out of the Silent Planet 
C. S. Lewis MacMillan, $2.00 
Deep fantasy—Rec. Sept. 305. 
Paris Underground 
Etta Shiber Scribner’s, $2.50 
Fav.—For all—B-o-t-M Club. 


Peace and Reconstruction: A Catholic 
Layman’s Approach 
Rec. to Adults. Oct. 
Pearls of Ferrara 
Melita Hofman Dutton, $2.50 
Fiction—Good. Dec. 403. 
People You'll Like to Meet 
Daniel Lord, S.J. Queen’s Work, $1.00 
Interesting. Oct. 
Perilous Journey 
Sublette and Kroll 
Offensive—Disapproved. 
Petain: Verdun to Vichy 
Francis Martel 
Biased attack on Petain. 


Bobbs, $2.75 


Dutton, $2.50 


Philosophies at War 
Fulton J. Sheen Scribners, $2.00 


Excellent—For average reader. 


Physics Tells Why * 


Overton Luhr 


Well done—for all. 


Catell, $3.50 


Pilgrims All 
Mary McKenna Curtin Bruce, $2.75 


Good view of Cath. writers. Dec. 
Pilgrim’s Regress 
C. S. Lewis S & W, $1.00 
Deft allegory. Oct. 


Pius XII on World Problems 
J. N. Naughton, S.J. America, $2.00 


Deserves study—Mature. Dec. 


Plea for Liberty 


Georges Bernanos Pantheon, $5.00 
An important book. MSO. 


Poems and Verses 
Helen Parry Eden Bruce, $1.85 


Good selections—notable poet. 


Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkins 
Edited by Robert Bridges Oxford, $2.00 


New edition. Good. 


c/o Postmaster 
“St. George”’ Crowell, $2.00 


Puerile—Not Rec. Rev. Oct. 346. 


Practical Psychology and 


Catholic Education 


Brother George Notre Dame Institute, $2.50 


MSO. 


Prayer and Intelligence 


Jacques Maritain S W, $1.00 
Sat. for well-informed. 
Preview of History 
Raymond Gram Swing D D, $2.00 


Questionable—Jumbled logic. Dec. 


Principles for Peace 
Bishop’s Committee Bruce, $7.50 


Authoritative—Deep. 398. 


Primer for America 
Robert P. Tristam Coffin Macmillan, $2.00 


Colloquial ballads—Sat. 


Private Report 


Katherine Roberts D. D., $2.50 


Not rec. 


Problem of Pain 
C. S. “Screwtape’’ Lewis Mac, Late ’43, $1.50 


Excellent—Author is Anglican. 


Quo Vadis * * * 


H. Sienkiewicz L B, $3.00 


Exc. for all. 


Railroading from the Head End 
S. Kip Farrington, Jr. Doubleday, $3.50 


Rec. Oct. 


Reflections on the Revolution 


of Our Time 
Harold J. Laski Viking, $3.50 


MSO. 


Religion and Empire 
Louis B. Wright North Carolina, $2.00 


Scholarly—morals questionable. Dec. 


Religious Trends in English Poetry** 
Hoxie Neale Fairchild Columbia, $5.00 


A “must” for poetry students. 


The Republic 
Charles A. Beard Viking, $3.00 


Highly rec.—Inspiring. Dec. 
The Rights of Man and Natural Law. 


Jacques Maritain Scribner’s, $1.50 


Exc.—MSO. 


The Ringed Horizon 
Edmund Gilligan Scribner, $2.50 


Fiction—Good—adults. Dec. 388. 


Rio Grande to Cape Horn 
Carleton Beals Houghton, $3.50 


Sat. for average reader. 


Road’s End 
Mary Douglas 


Pleasing Catholic story. 


B-H, $2.50 


Roughly Speaking 
Louise Randall Pierson 


MSO. Oct. 


S&S, $2.50 


The Russian Enigma 
Wm. H. Chamberlin Scribners, $2.75 


Competent—for MSO. 


Sacraments of Daily Life 
Bernard J. Kelly, C. S. Sp. 


Oct. 


SW, $3.75 


Science, Philosophy and Religion 
Third Symposium - S.P.R. Conf., $3.00 


For mature readers, Oct. 


The Screwtape Letters 
C. S. Lewis $1.50 


Excellent above HS.*** 


The Sea Is So Wide 
Evelyn Eaton Harper, $2.50 


Ficton—Depraved—Dis. Oct. 
See What I Mean 


Lewis Browne Random, $2.50 
Fiction—Rambling—anti-Nazi undercover 
work, 


The Senator’s Last Night 
Francis Hackett 
Objectionable. 


The Serbs Choose War 
Ruth Mitchell 


Doubleday, $2.50 


D D, $2.75 

Favorable for all. 
The Seven Golden Cities 

Mabel Farnum Bruce, $2.75 

Exc. Pioneer Southwest. Oct. 

Shining in Darkness 

Francis X. Talbot 
Favorable. 


America, $2.00 


The Shock of Recognition 


Edited by Edmund Wilson Doubleday, $5.00 
Favorable. 
Simplified Home Sewing 
Helen Hall Prentice-Hall, $2.75 
‘Short cuts. 
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Since You Went Away* 
Margaret Buell Wilder 


Rec. 


Whittlesey, $2.00 


Sister of Cain 
Mary Collins Scribner, $2.00 


Doubtful merit—AWR. 


The Sky Is My Witness 
Capt. Thomas Moore, Jr. Putnam, $2.00 
Just another war book. 
Small Talks for Small People 
Thomas J. Hosty Bruce, $1.75 


Profitable—interesting. 


So Little Time 
John P. Marquand Little, $2.75 


Fiction—Mature only. Oct. 


Some Lies and Errors of History 


Reuben Parsons AM, $1.50 
New edition—Fine work. 
South American Journey 
Waldo Frank Duell, $3.00 
“Liberal” propaganda. 
Spain 
de Madariaga $4.00 


MSO—Deserves study. 


Spanish Labyrinth 
Gerald Brenan MacMillan, $3.50 


Distortion—MSO. 


The Spanish Lady 
Maurice Walsh Lippincott, $2.50 


Wholesome, fascinating novel. 


Splendor of Sorrow 
Eddie Doherty 


Spiritual—Marvelous. 


S. & W., $1.50 


The Spy in America 
George S. Bryan 


Interesting—Sat. 


Lippincott, $3.00 


The Squad Goes Out 


Robert Greenwood B M, $2.50 
Sat.—Adult. 
Starbuck 
John Selby F & R, $2.75 
Fiction—no morality. Oct. 
The Story of Dr. Wassell 
James Hilton « Little, $1.50 
Thrilling saga. 
The Story of the Americas 
Leland Dewitt Baldwin S&S, $3.50 


Questionable accuracy—Mature only. 


St. Charles Borromeo 


Cesare Orsenigo Herder, $4.00 
Favorable. 
%. John Capistran 
Rev. John Hofer Herder, $4.00 
Good biography. 
S%. Teresa of Avila 
Wm. T. Walsh Bruce, $5.00 


Excellent—Sept. 337. 


St. Thomas and the Problem of Evil 
Jacques Maritain Marquette U., $1.00 


Favorable—MSO. 


Supper at the Maxwell House 
Alfred Leland Crabb 


Fav.—Historical novel. 


Bobbs, $2.50 


A Surgeon’s World 
Max Thorek, M.D. Lippincott, $3.75 


Adult Biog.—Int’g. Mar. 


Survival 
Phyllis Bottome Little, $2.50 


Psychiatric Novel—HS-No—AW R—MSO. 
The Sword of St. Michael 
Lillian Browne-Olf Bruce, $3.00 
Favorable—Adults-HS. Oct. 


The Synthetic Philanthropist 


J. H. Wallis Dutton, $2.50 
Haphazard story. 
Tales from the Rectory 
Francis Clement Kelley Bruce, $2.25 


Favorable—Good stories. Feb. 432. 


Tambourine, Trumpet and Drum 
Sheila Kaye-Smith Harper, $2.50 


Fiction—Fav.—Adult. Oct. 347. 


Tell Me About God 
Mary Alice Jones — RM, $2.00 


King James—Good illustrations. 


The Theater Book of the 
Year, 1942-1943 


Valuable reference item. Oct. 


These Men Shall Never Die* 


Lowell Thomas Winston, $2.00 
Sat. for all. 
The Theory of Literary Kinds 
Jas. J. Donohue Loras, $2.00 


Part of doctoral thesis. 
They Also Ran 
Irving Stone D D, $3.50 
Sprightly history. HS and up. 
They Who Wait 
Robert Guerlain Crowell, $2.00 
Good—War Prison Camp. Oct. 
The Third Term Tradition* 
Charles W. Stein Columbia, $3.75 
Deserves wide audience. Oct. 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo 
Capt. Ted W. Lawson 
Favorable for all. , 


This Man Was Ireland 


Robert Farren 
Poetry—Good. July 297. 
This Was New York 
Monaghan and Lowenthal Doubleday, $2.75 
Interesting—1789. Oct. 


Those Who Go Against the Current 
Shirley Seifert Lippincott, $3.00 


Random, $2.00 


S & W, $3.00 


Hist —Adults. 


The Time Between 
Gale Wilhelm Morrow, $2.00 


Indecent—Infantile—Blasphemous. 


Touched by the Thorn 


Maura Laverty 


Moral problem novel—unsuitable for 
immature—Adults—W R. 


Longmans, $2.50 
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Trade Mark of a Traitor 
Kathleen Knight 


Inoffensive. 297. 


Crime Club, $2.00 


The Transition from War to 
Peace Economy 
MSO. Oct. 


Three Times I Bow 


Carl Glick Whittlesey, $2.50 


Favorable. 


Three Ways Home 


Sheila Kaye-Smith Harper, 1937, $2.50 


Excellent. 


Torpedo 8 


Ira Wolfert H M, $2.00 


Sat. for all. 


The Toughest Fighting in the World* 
George H. Johnson DS P, $3.00 


Highly praised—Pacific fighting. Dec. 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 


Betty Smith Harper, $2.75 
AWR. 
The Trespassers 
Laura Hobson S &S, $2.75 


Sordid—Offensive. Oct. 369. 


Trio 
Dorothy Baker H. M., $2.50 
Questionable—Not rec. 
Tunis Expedition 
Darryl F. Zanuck Random, $2.00 
Generally sat. 
The Turnbulls 
Taylor Caldwell Scribner’s $3.00 


Doubtful—False philos. Oct. 


12 Months ‘That Changed the World 
Larry Lesueur Knopf, $3.00 


Sat.—Current interest. 


Twilight of Capitalism and the War 
Walter John Marx Herder, $2.75 
For the intelligent reader. 
Twilight of Civilization 
Jacques Maritain S & W, $1.50 
Exc.—for the average reader. 


Under a Lucky Star 
Roy Chapman Andrews Viking, $3.00 


HS-No—Adults-WR. Dec. 400. 
Under Cover 
“John Roy Carlson” 
Over-rated—DM. 


Dutton, $3.50 


Underground From Hong Kong 
Benjamin A. Proulx Dutton, $2.50 


Heart-rending—but Sat. Dec. 400. 
Understanding Fiction 
Brooks & Warren 
Anthology—For students. 


Crofts, $1.75 


Union Rights and Union Duties 
Joel Seidman Harcourt, $2.50 


Up to date. Oct. 
The United Nations on the Way 
Henri Bonnet World Citizens Ass’n, $0.50 
For the mature. Oct. 
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The Universe Around Us 


Sir James Jeans 


Favorable. 


Upon This Rock 


Emile Cammaerts Harper, $1.00 


Rec. to all. 


U. S. Foreign Policy 
Walter Lippmann 


A notable book. 


Little, $1.50 


The Valley of Decision 


Marcia Davenport Scribner’s, $3.00 


Fiction—immoral view—Not rec. 


A Variety of Weapons 
R. King Crime Club, $2.00 


Unobjectionable—Mystery story. 


Vertical Warfare 
F. V. Drake D D, $3.00 


Popular bombing technique. Oct. 


The Voice of the Trumpet 
Robert Henriques F R, $2.00 


MSO. 


The War Against God 
Edited by Carl Carmer Holt, $2.75 
Ignores Papal pronouncements. 


War Eagles 
Col. James S. Childers, U.S.A. Appleton, $3.75 
Good points—pagan taste. Oct. 
Warning to the West 
Shridharani 
Rec. for mature study. 


Duell, $2.50 


Webster’s Biographical Dictionary 
$6.50 


Standard reference voiume. 


We Can Win This War 
Col. W. F. Kernan 


Worthy of study. 
We Fight with Merchant Ships 
M. B. Palmer Bobbs, $2.75 
History of merchant marine. 


Little, $1.50 


Welcome 
Isabel C. Clarke Longman’s, $2.50 


Fiction—Fav.—Adults. Dec. 377. 


Western Star 
Stephen Vincent Benet 


Favorable. 


F & R, $2.00 


We Stand With Christ* « 
Joseph Clifford Fenton 


Excellent. 


What’s in a Novel 
Helen Haines Columbia, $2.75 


For the student. Oct. 


Bruce, $3.75 


What America Means to Me 
Pearl S. Buck Day, $2.00 


Agnostic viewpoint—MSO. Dec. 400. 
What of the Night? 
Mrs. Belloc Lowndes Dodd, $2.50 
Feminine view of England at War. 
What Other Answer* * 
Dorothy Grant 
Excellent. Feb. 426. 


Bruce, $2.75 


What to Do With Italy 


Salvemini and La Piana DS & P, $2.75 


Almost completely unreliable. 


When Hearts Are Light Again 
Emilie Loring 


Doubtful novel. Oct. 


L B $2.00 


When the Veil Is Rent 


Francis Clement Kelley S.A.G., $1.50 


For those who like ascetic lit. 


White Fire 
E. J. Edwards, S.V.D. 


Story of heroic nun.* 


Bruce, $2.75 


White Shores of Olinda 
Sylvia Leao Vanguard Press, $2.50 


Novel—For adults. Dec. 


Willow Run 


Glendon Swarthout 
Very bad novel. 


Crowell, $2.50 


Wind Before Rain 
John D. Weaver Macmillan, $2.50 


Offensive—Adults only. 


The Wind That Swept Mexico 


Anita Brenner Harper, $3.75 


Mature only. 


Winter Apples* 
Virginia Taylor McCormick 


Poetry—For all. 


Putnam, $2.00 


Winter Solstice 
Dorothy Cowlin Macmillan, $2.50 


Questionable—M SO. 
With a Merry Heart 
Ed. by Paul J. Phelan Longmans, $3.25 
Received General praise. 
Without Orders 
Martha | Aldbrand Little, $2.50 
Pleasant love story. 


The World of the Four Freedoms 
Sumner Welles Columbia U., $1.75 


Serious readers will profit. 


The World of Yesterday 


Stefan Zweig Viking, $3.00 


Mature readers only. Oct. 


Yankee Lawyer. 
of Ephraim Tutt 
Arthur Train Scribner’s, $3.50 


Delightful reading. Oct. 
The Year of Decision: 1846 
Bernard De Voto 
Recommended. Oct. 


Autobiography 


Little, $3.50 


Years of Blindness 
H. G. Quaritch Wales Crowell, $3.00 


Far East—Thoughtful. Oct. 
Yesterday’s Children 
LeMar Warrick Crowell, $2.00 
Fiction—Unim portant—A musing. 
Young Lady Randolph 


Rene Kraus Putnam’s, $3.50 


Good historical reading. 
Your First Baby 


Louise Glemser Barnes, $1.00 


Sane, common-sense advice. 


Present Subscription Rates to 
Books on Trial—One Year, $2.00; 
Two Years, $3.50; Three Years, 
$5.00—Payable in advance. 

w w * 


T. E. B. 


In answer to inquiries as to his identity, 
T.E.B. whose occasional contributions have 
lightened our pages, is the Rev. Thomas E. 
Burke, C.S.C., genial and ever-interesting as- 
sociate Editor of The Ave Maria, Notre Dame. 
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JUVENILE 


During the coming year we will give 
special attention to books for the 
younger people. 

Adam of the Road 
Elizabeth Janet Gray Viking, $2.00 
One of best juveniles of ’43. 


All Americans 


John R. Tunis Harcourt, $2.00 


Racial tale. 
Andries 
Hilda Van Stockum Viking, $2.00 
Ideal story of Dutch boy—for all. 
Animated Circus Book 
Ernest & Wehr 
Juvenile—4 ring circus. 


G & D, $1.00 


The Beggar’s Penny 
Catherine C. Coblentz Longman’s, $2.50 


Splendid Juvenile. Mar. 
Black Fire 


Covelle Newcombe Longmans, $2.50 


Fiction—Boys 12 to 15. 


The Blessed Friend of Youth 


Neil Boynton Macmillan, $1.25 


Rec. for HS. 
Book of Nursery Tales 


Romey Gay G &D, 50¢ 


Good collection. 


The Boy Who Threw Away His Gold 
Brother Ernest, C. S.C. Dujarie, $1.50 


St. Francis of Assisi for young. 


Bow Bells 


Katharine Gibson : Longman’s, $2.00 


Excellent juvenile story. 


Challenge to Marion 
Julia M. H. Carson Longmans, $2.00 


Good—for young girls. 

A Child’s Story of the Nativity 
Louise Raymond (Illus. by Marsha) Random, $1.50 

Cath. ed.—full color. 


Children Object 


Sabra Holbrook Viking, $2.00 


Doubtful merit. 


Children of North Africa 


Louise A. Stineorf Lippincott, $2.00 


Modern children—ancient background. 
The Children of Pioneers 


Joseph O’ Brien ; Ave Maria, $1.00 
Pleasant reading—any age. 
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Dog of War 
Fairfax Downey Dodd, Medi & Co., $2.00 


Fav.—story of present war. 


Enemy Brothers 
Constance Savery Longmans, $2.50 


Outstanding juvenile. 


The Fair Adventure 
Elisabeth Janet Gray Viking Press, $2.00 


Exc. for teen age. 


Famous Authors for Boys and Girls 


Coffman and Goodman Barnes, $2.00 
Human interest. 
Five Golden Wrens 
Hugh Troy Oxford, $1.00 


Delightful nonsense—Y ounger children. 


Five on a Merry-Go-Round 


Marie McSwigan Dutton, $2.00 


Lessons in resourcefulness.* 


For Heaven’s Sake 


Reverend Gerald Brennan Bruce, $1.75 


A Brennan classic—Highly rec. 


Frederic Chopin 
Andre Maurois Harper, $1.75 


Splendid. Pictures by Shinn. 


Freedom’s Flag 
Rupert Sargent Holland Macrae-Smith, $2.00 


Good—Patriotic story. 


The Giant Saint 
Brother Ernest, C. S.C. 


St. Christopher for children. 


Goethals and the Panama Canal 
Howard Fast Messner, $2.50 


Boys—12 to 16. 
Green Wagons 
Sedlin and Rypins Houghton, $2.50 
Swiss setting—Children, 8 to 11. 


“I Have Just Begun to Fight,” the 


Story of John Paul Jones 
Commander Edward Elisburg Dodd, $2.50 


Outstanding—Boys, 12 to 15. 
Jonathan’s Doorstep 
Helen Clark Fernald Longmans, $2.25 
Exc. —Juv. hist. novel. Oct. 346. 
Judy of Honeycomb Tower 
Anne Morehead Ave Maria, $1.00 
Mystery story—11 to 16. 
Knight of the Wilderness 
Shore and Oblinger 
Good—12 to 15. 
The Land of the Polish People 
Eric P. Kelly 
Good—Rec. for teen age. 


Dodd, $2.00 


Stokes, $2.00 


Lassie Come-Home 
Eric Knight Winston, $2.00 


Exc.—For all children. 
The Little House 
Burton Houghton, $1.75 
Distinguished—picture. 
Lone Boy 
Margaret Ann Hubbard 
Good reading. 


Macmillan, $2.00 


Man in the Air 
H.S. Zim 


For air-minded youngsters. 


H B, $3.00 


Man of Molokai 


Anne Roos Lippincott, $2.00 


Excellent—For the teen age. 


Marconi, Pioneer of Radio 


Douglas Coe Messner, $2.50 


For science enthusiasts—14 to 16. 


Mary Stuart: Young Queen of Scots 
Mildred Criss Dodd, Mead & Co., $2.50 


For the serious minded. 


The Mystery of the Mahteb 
Lide & Johansen Longmans, $2.25 
13th century Ethiopia—Fav. 


The Oldest Story 
Blanche Jennings Thompson Bruce, $2.50 


Excellent—Bible condensed. 


The Open Gate 
Kate Seredy 


Humorous—sound. 
O’Reilly of Notre Dame 
Francis Wallis Farrar & Rhinehart, $1.75 
Lively football story. 


Viking, $2.50 


Patch of Askeaton Days 


Patrick J. Carroll Ave Maria, $1.50 
Rec. for all. 
Pattern for Tomorrow 
Sr. M. Juliana Bruce, $2.00 


Farm or City?—Rec. to all, Feb. 441 


Peace and Bread 
Ludwig Grein Dorrance, $1.00 
Unobjectionable—Indifferent. 


The Peddler’s Clock 


Mabel Leigh Hunt G & D, 50c 
Story parade—picture. 
Penny Marsh and Giner Lee 
Dorothy Deming Dodd, $2.00 


For high school girls. 


People Who Work 
Clara Ingram Judson Rand McNally, $2.00 
Sat.—Grades 4 to 8. 


Perilous Island 
Frederick A. Kummer Winston, $2.00 


Mystery—Boys, 12 to 15. 


Peter Snow, Surgeon 
Gertrude Robinson Dutton, $2.00 


Good teen age story. Sept. 321. 


Picture Map of Mexico, Central America 
and the West Indies 
For all. 


Pudsy Kelly’s Followers 
Nanky Poo (P.O’C.) 


Assorted doggerel. 


The Red Hat 
Covelle Newcombe Longmans, $2.00 


Newman—For all 14 up. 


S.A., $1.00 


Rose of America 
Sara Maynard S. & W., $2.00 


Fine biography—Juvenile. 


Roll Out the Tanks 


William M. McGaughey Macrae-Smith, $2.00 


Good “home front” story. 
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The Saturdays 
Elizabeth Enright Farrar & Rhinehart, $1.75 


Heart warming juvenile. 


Secret of Pooduck Island 
Alfred Noyes 


His first juvenile—Exc. 


Silver Saddles 
Covelle Newcomb Longmans, $2.25 


Boy and his horse—Good. 


Stokes, $2.00 


Snow Treasure 


Marie McSwigan Dutton, $2.00 


Fine reading. 


Somi Builds a Church 
Busoni Viking, $2.00 


Good Norwegian story. 


Son of the Smoky Sea 


Nutchuk (with Alden Hatch) Messner, $2.50 
Alaska—Good writing. 
Song of Tomorrow 
Charlie May Simon Dutton, $2.00 


Girls 14 and up—Good. 


The Sun Trail 


M. Pallen Longman’s, $2.00 


Teen-age Western story. 


The Surprise Mystery 


Farmer Doubleday, $1.75 


Good, unobjectionable story. 


These Happy Golden Years 
Laura J. Wilder Harper, $2.00 


Heroism—Romance—Older girls. 


Thunderhead 
Mary O'Hara Lippincott, $2.75 


Highly popular.* 
Tree in the Trail 
H. C. Holling Houghton, $2.50 
The Southwest—older children. 


Triple Threat 
Donal Hamilton Haines Farrar & Rhinehart, $1.75 


Boys will like—gridiron story. 


Under the Little Fir 7-10 years 
Elizabeth Yates Coward, $0.00 


Delicately imaginative stories. 


Up the Hill 
Margaret de Angeli Doubleday, $2.00 


Good teen age story. 


Vagabond in Velvet 


Covelle Newcombe Longmans, $2.50 
Cervantes—For all 14 to 16. 


When the Typhoon Blows 
Elizabeth Foreman Lewis Winston, $2.00 


Good—Boys, 12 to 15. 
Whitey’s Sunday Horse 


Glen Rounds G & D, 50c 
Saga of wild colt. 
World Series 
John R. Tunis Harcourt, $2.00 


Story of sandlot rookie. 


A Year to Grow 
Helene Conway Longmans, $2.00 


Holds adolescent interest. 
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8. THE PATER NOSTER 
OF ST. TERESA 


Translated by the 
Very Rev. William J. Doheny, C.S.C. 


This delightful translation of St. Teresa of 
Avila’s sublime meditations on the Lord’s 
Prayer enables all to share a rich spiritual 
work. 8a (cloth) $1.50; 8b (paper) $1.00 


9. WHAT OTHER 
ANSWER? 


Dorothy Fremont Grant 


You will find new inspiration to become a 
“shouting Catholic,” heralding your reli- 
gion to the housetops, after you read this 
American woman’s conversion tale. $2.75 


10. THE MAN WHO GOT 
EVEN WITH GOD 


M. Raymond, O.C.S.O. 


Still going strong after three years is this 
phenomenally popular biography of the 
cowboy who became a Trappist monk. $2.00 


11. COMPANION OF THE 
CRUCIFIED 


Rev. J. E. Moffatt, S.J. 


The Lenten theme of Christ’s passion from 
the garden to His death is dealt» with in 
this book of thirty meditations following 
the Ignatian method of the Spiritual Ex- 
ercises. $1.75 


12. THE IMITATION OF 
CHRIST 


Thomas @ Kempis 


The demand for the /mitation never dies. 
This choice modern English version comes 
in a variety of beautiful bindings: 
12a (Green) $1.25 
12b (Green) $1.75 
12c (Black) $1.75 
12d (Black) $2.25 


bers I have encircled below: 





1. 


zi 


BRUCE-MILWAUKEE: Please send me the books whose num- 





LIFE WITH THE HOLY GHOST 


Rev. Hugh Francis Blunt 


If you are not keenly aware of the vital role which the Holy Ghost plays in 
your life, here is the book to clarify an important doctrine far too little 
understood. $1.75 


ST. TERESA OF AVILA 
William Thomas Walsh 


“The Number One religious biography of the year,” said America of this 
remarkable book, whose immediate popularity occasioned a third —s 
less than three months after publication. 


THE MAN FROM ROCCA SICCA 
Rev. Reginald M. Coffey, O.P. 


Too long has St. Thomas Aquinas, the Man, been obscured by the shadow of 
his brilliant writings. Here is a truly human portrait showing the personal 
qualities which won him his Saint’s crown. $1.75 


A KEY TO HAPPINESS 


Marguerite Duportal; translated from the French 
by the Very Rev. Romuald Pecasse, S.O.Cist. 


That suffering is, in reality, a gift from God, and its acceptance the “key to 
happiness,” is the theme of this book. A timely message analyzing physical, 
mental, and spiritual suffering in relation to God, to others, and to ourselves. 


$1.75 
THE ROSE UNPETALED 


Blanche Morteveille 


For her thousands of admirers this complete biography of the Little Flower 
is proving an invitation to deeper understanding. “The best life of St. Therese 
now available.”—The Queen’s. Work. $2.75 


THE LARKS OF UMBRIA 
Albert Paul Schimberg 


Like the singing larks of Umbria who companioned their wanderings, St. 
Francis of Assisi and his first friars move joyously through the pages of this 
book. $2.75 


EVERYMAN’S THEOLOGY 
Leo von Rudloff, O.S.B. 


The teachings of the Faith are simply explained in this “primer of theology” 
so that you may know them yourself and explain them when necessary. $2.00 


Just indicate the books you want by en- 
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